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| . 
D. | un Exbortation to an Holy Life, 


a with Motivesthereto. 


T' very fad to conſider, not 
only how few Nations there 
are in the World which pro- 

| feſs Chriſtianity, but alſo of 

| thoſe who do profeſs it, how few 
there are comparatively that live 
according to their Profeſſion: 

Wherefore it well beſeems all 

Chriſt's Faithful Servants, eſpe- 

cially the Miniſters ot his Gol- 

pel, to uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours. by Life and Doctrine, by 
publick and private Exhortati- 

Jons, by Preaching and Writing, 

| A 2 and 
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and by all the Ways they are 
capable, to promote true Piety 
and Holineſs among all ſorts of 
Men, whether High or Low, 
Rich or Poor, without which 
no Man can be Happy, either in 
this World or that to come. And 
though i well know that, thanks 
be to God, we abound with 
Multitudes of excellent Books 


written tothis End ; yet are not 
ſuch ſhort Inſtructions as theſe 


that follow, to be condemned as 


uleleſs, ſince they will, it's like, 
be more generally diſperſed, and 
thar amongſt the very meaneſt 
of the People, and may more 
eaſily be read and remembred by 
ſach as have neither Time to 
read large Books, nor Money to 
buy them. With ſuch as theſe 
I have occaſion often to meet, and 


for their Sakes chiefly it is that I | 


publiſh this little Paper; being 
encouraged thereto by ſome Pi- 
ous Perſons, both of City and 
Country, who intend to give ſome 


of 


| 
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of them away to Poor People a- 
bout them, and thought others 
might do the like. And may it 
pleaſe God to give a Bleſſing to 
ſuch a mean Undertaking as this, 


and ſucceed it to the Good of 


Souls, | ſhall little regard rheCen- 
ſures of the Curious : Remem- 
bring the Saying I have ſome 
where met with of a devour 
Writer to this purpoſe, That he 
was deſirous his Book ſhould be 
ſcattered Abroad upon Pedlars 


| Stalls, and thence come into the 


Hands of common People, for 
the increaſing of Knowledge and 
Piety, rather than be ſolemnly 
laid up and buried in the Libra- 

ries of the Learned. 
Wherefore, without any more 
Preface, I ſhall addreſs my ſelf 
ro you, for whoſe ſake I write 
theſe Lines, as a Perſuaſive to an 
Holy and Religious Lite. Now, 
in order chereto, let me beſcech 
youto look back upon yourLives 
paſt, and call your ſelves to an 
A 3 account, 
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account, whether it has been 
| your Care and Study to live in 
ſuch a Godly Manner as becomes 
thoſe who are Baptized in the 
Name of Chriſt, ' and after him | 
are called Chriſtians. Have you 
well conſidered what is the mean- 
ing of this Name, and what Eu- 
gagement you lie under to an 
Holy Life by taking it upon you 
in Baptiſm ? And do you keep 
well in Mind your Baptiſmal 
Vow, wherein you renounced 
the Devil, the World, and the 
Fleſh; and proiniſed to beChrilt's 
faithful Soldiers and Servants, 
and ſo to continue all the Days 
of your Life? Have you ſo far 
underſtood and conſider'd theſe 
things, that you have made it 
your chief Buſineſs to walk ac- 
cordingly 2 Do you watch care- 
fully, and fight manfully againſt 
— ſpiritual Enemies? Do you 
ive as thoſe that belicve the Go- 
ſpel, ſincerely endeavouring in 
all things to know the Will of 
God, 
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God, and do it ? Since you take 
Chriſt's Name in your Mouth, 
are you careful to depart from 


all Iniquity ? In a Word, is this 
your greateſt Stud 
to pleaſe and glorify God, and to 


and deſign, 


work out your own Salvation ? 
If your Conſcience can truly 


{ witneſs it of you, that it is in- 


deed fo, and that wherein an 
Time you fall ſhort or do amiſs, 
you are heartily grieved for it, 
and do daily labour to amend 
and grow better : If it be thug 
with you, I fay, then bleſs God 
for his Grace and Mercy, hold 
on and * per. and fear not but 
God will be with you; he will 
own you as his Children, and for 
his Son Jeſus's fake, will both 
pardon your Sins, and aſſiſt you 
by his Grace, he will guide you 
by his Counſel, and at length 
receive you to Glory. 

But pray deal faithfully with 
your on Souls, and tell me, has 
it not been quite otherwiſe with 


A4 you? 


4 
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you? Have you not contented 
your ſelves with the bare Name 
and Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 
and in the mean time lead an ill 


Courſe of Life, directly contrary | 
to your Profeſſion? Have you | 
not lived in wil ful Ignorance of : 


your Duty, or in groſs Sins a- 
gainſt your Knowledge? Do not 
the Temptations of the Devil, 


the Allurements of the World 


and the Fleſh many times prevail 
more with you, than the Com- 
mands of Almighty God, and the 
Voice of your own Conſcience ? 
Are you nor - wont to neglect 
God's Worſhip and Scevice, both 
in the Church and at Home ? 
Yea, do you not prophane his 
Holy Name by Swearing and 
Curling? Are you nat often guil- 
ry of Lying and Slandering, of 
Cozening and Cheating, if not 
of down right Stealing? Do you 
not in your, Anger uſe railing 
and reviling Language? Or, Do 
you not live in Envy and et 

| ce K- 


— WG 


or. 


Sin? To be ſhort, Is there not 


that you love more than you do 
God himſelf, and his Son Jeſus ? 
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ſceking for Revenge of thoſe 
that have done you an Injury? 
Do you not allow your ſelves in 
Drunkenneſs'and Whoredom, or 
ſome other known and wilful 


ſomerhing or other in chis World 


Are you not much more concern- 
ed for your Bodies, than for your 
precious Souls? And do you 
not more earneſtly ſeek for Food 
andRaiment,and the good things 
of this Life, than after that Eter- 
nal Kingdom of cy which 
God hath promiſed to his faith- 
ful Servants in the World to 

come ? B 
If this indeed be your Caſe, I 
beſeech you make a Stand, and 
conſider well what you have been 
doing; what a ſad and dangerous 
Condition you have brought 
your ſelves into, and what the 
End of it will be if you hold on 
ſuch evil Courſes. Humbly beo 
As of 
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of God to make you duly ſenſi- 
ble of your Sin and Danger, and 
to keep the Senſe thereof ſo cloſe 
to your Minds, that you may 
be brought not only to mourn | 
for your Sins, but to loath and 


abbor them, and utterly to for- 
* ſake the ſame, henceforth reſol- 


ving, by the Grace of God, 
wholly to give up your ſelves to 
his Service, and to walk ſtedfaſt- 
Iy in thoſe holy and good Ways 
which he has appointed you. 
This is that to which 1 do moſt 
earneſtly deſire to perſuade you. 
And that I may do my utmoſt 
to prevail with you, I ſhall lay 
before you ſome very weighty 
Arguments, which I requeſt you 
ſeriouſly to ponder of as you read 
them, and God grant they may 
have their Efte& upon theHearr 
of every Reader. Amen. 

I. That you may be prevailed 
with to become God's faithful 
Servants, conſider, firſt, That 
this was the great End for _ 

Go 
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God made you, and keeps you alive, 
and gives you ſo many Mercies of all 
ort. You can tell, I hope, that 
God made you, and that he 
made you to ſerve him, by liv- 
ing according to his Command- 
ments. Theſe are ſome of thoſe 
| firſt things whichChildren learn; 
and it were well, if when they 
are grown up to be Men and 
Women, they would uſe ſeriouſ- 
ly to think of them, and practiſe 
accordingly. The wile God 
has made all Creatures for ſome 
good End or other, and he has 
fitted them all for thoſe Ends and 
Purpoſes for which he made 
them. To Man therefore he has 
given the Uſe of Reaſon, chiefly 
to fit him for Religion, and to 
render him capable of knowing, 
loving and ſerving his great 
Creator and Benefactor: And ic 
is Religion which makes the 
great Difference betwixt a Man 
and a Beaſt: For brute Creatures 
have no Knowledge of God, no 
Regard 
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Regard to him, but are wholly 


nothing elſe but what is before 
them here in this World. But 
the pooreſt Man on Earth, who 


has the uſe of his Reaſon, is 


near akin to the very Angels 
themſelves; his Nature is like 
theirs, and but a little below 
them, ſo that he may be much 
taken up in the ſame holy Works 
that they are employed in, even 
in loving, and praifing, and a- 
doring the great and good God. 
To this End he may ſtudy both 
the Works and the Word of 
God, which reveal him to us, 
and ſhould continually put us in 
mind of him, And all the good 
things we enjoy ſhould ſtill make 
us ſenſible of the Goodneſs of 
God from whom they come; 


and fill our Hearts with Love 


and Thankfulnels, and our 
Mouths with Bleſſing and Praiſe. 


This is the moſt proper Uſe of 


cur Reaſon, and this God moſt 
juſtly 


led by their Senſes, and mind = 


Huſtly expects from us teaſonable 
Creatures; and even this the 
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poor Man may render without 
any Hindrance to his daily La- 
bours ; and may ſtill keep ſuch 
an awful Senſe of God upon his 
Mind, as may reſtrain him from 
wilful Sin, and make him care. 
ful always to pleaſe his Maker. 
And ſo our Reaſon was given to 
bridle and govern our Appetites, 
our Luſts and Paſſions; that we 
ſhould not be led away into 
Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, into 
Wantonneſs and Uncleanneſs,nor 
into Rage and Fury, like. brute 
Beaſts that have no Underſtand- 
ing: But ſhould live ſoberly and 
chaſtly, quietly and peaccably 
with all Men, doing them all 
the good we can. For ſuch holy 
Purpoſes as theſe chiefly was our 
Reaſon beſtowed on us, and 
therefore in this Manner ought 
it to be employ'd. Certainly, 
ſince God hath made us of a 
Nature ſo much better than Birds 

or 
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or Beaſts, he expects from us o 
ther Works and Services than 
he does from them. They 


ord 
t. 
ſel 
0 


know nothing of God that madeſare 
them, nor have they any Know- not 


ledge of another Life after this 


but when they die, there's an 
End of them. But to us bath 
God given Immortal Souls, of 
more. Value than the whole 
World; and for this End hath 
he created us, that we might 
ſerve and honour him here in 
this Life, and ſo may live with 
him, and enjoy him for ever in 
the World to come. 

Now, if this be the End of 
our Creation, cught we not to 
live up to it ? Do we not ſee all 
other things anſwer the End for 
which they were made? The 
Sun gives Light by Day, and 
the Moon by Night. The Earth 
brings forth Corn and Graſs, 
and the Trees bear Fruit. The 
Horſe, the Cow and the Sheep 
with many other * 1 

or 
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*. Ford us much Service and Bene- 
us ot. And ſhall Man alone be 
thankuſeleſs and unfruitful, to live to 
"heyMmo good Purpoſe ? When they 
nadeffare all ſo ready to ſerve us, ſhall 
ow not we chearfully ſerve him that 
thisſmade us for his own Service? 
an Purely we cannot think that the 
athEwiſe God ſent us into the World 
of only to eat and drink, to ſleep 
ole land play, or to work hard for a 
ath poor Livelihood. If this were 
ght all, we had better have been 
in made brute Creatures, or never 
ith have been made at all: Much 
in leſs can we think that the Holy 
God made us on purpoſe to ſin a- 

of gainſthim,to diſhonourhisName, 
to and provoke him to Anger. He 
did not give us Reaſon to make 
ar || us crafty and cunning for the 
e World, that we might know 
d how to cozen and cheat our 
h | Neighbours. He did not give 
s | us Tongues to Swear and Curſe 
e | with, or to talk fooliſhly and 
> | filthily ; let us not then uſe them 
| 


to 
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to any ſuch ill Purpoſes. Since 
God has given us precious Im- 
mortal Souls, let us not live like 
Beaſts that periſh, wallowing in 
the Mire of baſe ſerſual LuſtsF 
and Pleaſures, By this means 
we become worſe than Brutes 
themſelves, for we debaſe our 
own Natures, we abuſeourReaſon 
to our own ſhame and hurt. and to Nco 
God's Diſpleaſure. Thus we Se 
croſs the End of our Creation, IF. 
and are more ſtupid and ungrate- I gc 
ful than the very Ox or Aſs: Ip 
For they know their Owner, and a 
do good Service to thoſe that 1 1 
keep and feed them, 1/2. 1.2,3. i 
O let us not give God cauſe to Ne 

| 

| 


complain of us, as he there does 
of the Jews, that be nouriſhed 
and broug bt up Children, and they 
rebelled againſt him : Think how 
grievous it is to you that have 
Children, after all your Care 
and Kindneſs, after all your 
Coſt and Labour, to have them 

prove 


.. Ro. 
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Prove ſtubborn and diſobedient, 
Jooſe and idle Prodigals. O ſee 
Shen that you be not ſuch to- 


ards your heavenly Father, 
ho made you and preſerves 


Fou, and every day renews his 


Mercies upon you. He keeps 
us alive, and makes our Lives 
comfortable. He gives and 
continucs to us our Reaſon and 
Senſes, our Health and Strength, 
Food and Raiment, and all the 
good things we enpy. He ſup- 
plies our Wants, and helps us in 
all our Diſtreſſes. He gives us 
Light by Day, and Reſt by 
Night. He enables us to follow 
our Callings, and gives a Bleſ- 
ſing to our Labour, that we 
may provide for our ſelves and 
Families. And does not this 
good God well deſerve all the 
Love and Service which we 
can poſſibly render him? O 
how can we find in our Hearts 
wilfully to offend him who thus 
delights in doing us good ! 


Fooliſh 
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Fooliſh and unthankful Wretches 


we are, thus ill to requite the 


Lord for all his loving Kindneſs. | 
We could not deal fo with any 
Friend or Neighbour on Earth, 


that had been always kind and 
laving to us. Are not Servants 
bound to work for them who 


maintain them and pay them 


Wages ? And ought not Chil- 
dren to obey their Parents who 
begot them, and brought them 
up? How much more then 
ought we to obey God our Fa- 
ther, who gave us Life at firſt, 
and ſtill prolongs it from one 
Day to another, when he could 
ina Moment cut us off in our 
Sins, and throw us into Heil? 
But in much Mercy he ſpares 
us, and gives us ſpace to repent, 
and is very unwilling to deltroy 
us, and therefore waits long to 
be gracious to us. O then let 
his Patience and his Goodneſs at 
laſt have this happy Effect upon 
us; let it lead us to true Repen- 

tance, 


— —— — — 
— — — 
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"Hance, and ever hereafter engage 


s to Diligence and Conſtancy 
n his Service. Rom. 2. 4. 2 Pet, 


— — 


1e 
11 
8. 8 


3.9. 
4 7 II. To which purpoſe confi- 
d der again, that this was the End 
Vor which God ſent bis Son Feſus 
» into the World, even to ſeek and 
1 JT fave us loſt and miſerable Sin- 
ners, to bring us to Repentance 
» ÞF and newneſfs of Lite, chat ſo we 
might be reſtor'd to the Love 
and Favour of God, which we 


baveloſt by Sinning againſt him. 
Our firſt Parents, Adam and | 
| Eve, were created in a very holy }! 
I end happy Eſtate, but they fell | 
| from it by (inning againſt God, 
I and fo came all Miſery into the [ 
World; and then did our he- 
venly Father take pity on us, 
and ſent his own Son out of his 
Boſom to be our Saviour and 
Redecmer, to reform us from our 
Sins, and fo to deliver us from 
Miſery : Firſt, he will make us 
Holy, and then we ſhall be made 
Happy. 


20 The Chriſtian Monitor. 


Happy. For as Man loſt his Hap- 
pineſs by diſobeying God's Com- 


mand, fo he muſt recover it by 


becoming obedient to his Will in 
all things. To this End hath the 


Lord Jeſus fully revealed God's} 
Will to us when we were in Igno- } 


rance and Darkneſs, He hath gi- 
ven us Holy precepts for the 
Rule of our Life: And made 
moſt rich and precious promiſes 
to perſuade us to our Duty, and 
denounced dreadful threatnings 

to aftright us from Wickedneſs. 
And when we had deſerved 
the Wrath of God for our Sins, 
then did Jeſus Chriſt ſhed his 
moſt precious Blood to make 
Atronement for us, and to ob- 
tain our Pardon and Forgive- 
neſs. He died for our Offences, 
and roſe again for our Juſtihcati- 
on, Nm. 4. 25. And in his Go- 
ſpel he hath given full Aſſurance 
of God's good Will to Mankind, 
that he will be merciful to us and 
pardon us, if we truly repent of 
cur 
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ur Sins, and forſake them. Thus 
ach - Chriſt open'd a Door of 
ope for us, to Encourage us to 


Ferurn to God; For if there had 
Peen no Hopes of Mercy we 


ſhould never have been drawn to 


Repentance, but even like the 


Devils themſelves ſhould have 
remained full of Hatred and Ma- 
lice againſt God, utterly deſpair- 
ing of Relief from him. But 
whilſt the Death of Chriſt does 
ſo much engage and encourage 
usto forſake our Sins, it gives not 
the leaſt Encouragement to our 
Continuance in them. Let us not 
think that Chriſt died for our 


| Sins, that we might have Liber- 


to live in them, and yet be ſav- 
ed at the laſt: No; but he came 
to ſave us from our Sins, not in 
them. He makes us Bleſſed by 
turning us from our Iniquities. 
He died to redeem us from a 
vain and evil Converſation, to 
purity our Hearts, and reform 
our Lives, and make us a * 

iar 


— — — 
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liar People Zealous of good 
Works, Matt. 1. 21. 48, 3. 26. 
Tit. 2. 14. 1 Per. 1. 18. 


The Death of Chriſt for us 
vile Sinners, ſhews the infinite 
Love of God, in finding out this 


Way for our Salvation : Butthen 
it ſhews alſo what an evil thing 


Sin is, and how hateful to God, | 


ſince he would not pardon us 
without the ſuftering of his own 


dear Son on our Account. And 


therefore if the conſideration of 


and ſerve our God and Saviour, 
we are never like to have an 
Benefit by Chriſt's Death. All 
our Profeſſion of loving him, 
and believing in him, will ſtand 
us in no ſtead without obeying 
him. True ſaving Faith in 
Chriſt is that which works by Love, 
both to God and our Neighbour. 
Chriſt accounts none to be his 
Friends but thoſe that keep his 
Commandments, and to ſuch 


only 


all this does not bring us to hate 
and abhor our Sins, and to love 
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good Inly will he grant Pardon and 
alvation, Gal. 5. 6. Fobn 15. 
4. Heb. F. 9. 1 Jobn 3.8. 

Since then, the ever Bleſſed 
Weſus, the Son of God, came 
„owa from Heaven, became a 
Man and died a moſt painful 


h 

hes Death upon the Croſs, that he 
od. might ſave us from Sin and Mi- 
us @ ſery; ſhall we not accept of him 


vn as our Lord and Saviour, who 
nd comes to deliver us from the 
of Power of the Devil, and our 
te & own Luſts, to make us the Chil- 
„e Þ dren of God, and Heirs of Glo- 
ry, which is a thouſand times 
„greater Deliverance than that of 
1 the Iſraelites from the Egyptian 
„Bondage? Will you not be mov- 
ed by all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered for you? Shall not 
| his Love conſtrain you to love 
| him, and to hate all Sin which 
was the Cauſe of his Sufferings ? 

Will you tread under Foot his 

moſt precious Blood, and even 
crucihe him afreſh, and again 

put 
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put him to open Shame ? Thus 
in ſome fort do wicked Men uſe] 
their Saviour, whilſt they go on 
in their Sins, which are fo diſ- 
pleaſing to him. "They that lie 
and cozen for a little Gain, 
what do they but in Juda, fell 
away Chriſt for Money ? They 
that live in Hatred and Malice, 
and do Miſchief to their Neigh- 
bours, do in effect run the Spear 
into Chriſt's Side, and drive Nails 
into his Hands and Feet. And 
they that give themſelves to Riot 
and Drunkenneſs, do even 
mingle Gall and Vinegar for him 
ro drink. They do all that in 
them lies, by their ſinſul Plea- 
ſures, to put him again into A- 
gonies and Pains. But on the 
other hand it is a Delight to 
our Saviour to ſee us humbled 
for our Sins, and reſolved to for- 
fake them, He will readily and 
eftectually interceed for vs with 
our heavenly Father, who is 
moſt 
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oft willing toreceive returning 


Prodigals. There is Joy in Hea- 
Sen when Sinners on Earth Re. 
Went. Even this our return to 


od by true Repentance, is the 
beſt Recompence we can make 
o our Blefled Saviour for all his 
Pains and Sufferings. When the 
Pleaſure of the Lord proſpers in his 
Hand by the Converſion of Sin- 
ners, he then ſees the Travel of his 
Soul, and is ſatisfied, Iſa. 63. 10, 
11. And ſhall we not afford this 


Satisfaction to our Redeemer, 


who hath undergone ſo much 
for our ſakes, and ſtill out of his 
tender Love to our Souls follows 
us with ſuch earneſt Invitations 
ro come to him for Life and 
Happineſs ? Could we deny him 
this moſt reaſonable Requeſt, if 
we ſav him now in Perſon ſtand- 
ing before us. beſeeching us to 
turp and live? And this he now 
does by his Spirit and by his 
Miniſtry : But that leads me to 
the next, 

III 
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| III. Conſider therefore, that 
this alſo was the End for which abe 
Holy Gheſt is gi ven, and all the 


'{ fſanCtihe our Hearts, and make 
us an holy and obedient People. 
God knows the Weakneſs and 
Corruption of our Nature, and 
therefore in great Mercy he ak- 
fords the Ailiſtance of his holy 


and purifhe our Hearts; to renew 
and change our Natures, and 
guide us in the Ways of Holineſs 
here, that ſo we may be fitted for 
Eternal Happineſs wich the moſt 
holy God in the Lite to come. 
Job. 3. 3, 5. Rom. 8. 9. And for 
| this End were the Holy Scrip- 
tures written by Men aſſiſted 
and inſpired by the Holy Ghoft, 
to be a Light to our Feet, and 
a Lanthorn to our Path, to di- 
rect us in the plain way to ever- 
laſting Life. 2 Tim, 3. 15, 16, 
17. And the Holy Sacraments 
were appuinted for the increaſe 


Means of Grace afforded, even to 


Spirit, to enlighten our Minds, 


of 


— —— p 
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of Grace to all that make a right 
uſe of them. And our Blefled 
the ¶ Saviour did at firſt ſend abroad 
n co his Apoſtles to Preach the Goſ- 
lake pel to all the World, and hath ever 
ple. WM fince continu'd a Succeſſion of 
and Miniſters in his Church, whoſe 
ind ftanding Office is to adminiſter 
at- the Word and Sacraments, to 
ly watch over the Souls of the Peo- 
is, ple, to inſtruct and admoniſh 
* them both in Publick and Pri- 
d vate, and to uſe their utmoſt Di- 
5 ligence to bring them to the 
Knowledge and Love of God, 
t and of his Son jeſus. And God 
is ever ready to accompany their 
" 3 Endeavours with his Bleſſing. 
Do you not often feel his good 
1 Spirit putting good Thoughts 
and Motions into your Mind, 
inclining you to that which is 
holy and good, checking and re- 
ſtraining you when you are rur;- 
ning into Evil? But on the o- 
ther hand, it's the Evil Spirit, 
even the Devil himſelt, that 

B 2 tempts 


S- 
22 —ů—— — 
— — — — = — 


being a _ malicious, and | 
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tempts you to Sin, and would 
hinder you from your Duty. It's Wen 
the Devil that tempts Men to 


Pride, and Malice, and to all 
manner of Wickedneſs. For he 


molt wicked Spirit, would have Il © 
Men to be like himſelf, that ſo 
they may for ever be miſerable Y 
with him. Will you not then ; 
reſiſt the Devil, the great Ene- 
my of your Souls, and beled and 
guided by God's good Spirit, 
and follow his Motions and the 
Directions of his Word which 
leads to Happineſs? O do not 
grieve this blefled Spirit, who 
alone can give us true Comfort, 
do not reſiſt and quench his Mo- 
tions, nor provoke him to de- 
part from you, and leave you to 
your own Luſts, and to the 
Power of Satan, who ſecks your 
ruin. 

Moreover, as the Devil has 
his Inſttuments to draw Men to 
Wickedneſs, one ill Man temp- 


ting 
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ting another; ſo Miniſters are 
ſent from God to draw you to 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
They are Ambaſladors and Meſ- 
ſengers of Chriſt, and do in his 
Name beſeech you to be recon- 
ciled to God, who is moſt wil- 
ling to be reconciled to you, if 
you will but caſt away thoſe 
wicked Works which provoke 
him to Anger. 2 Cor. 5. 20. O 
how will it rejoice the Hearts of 
your Miniſters that truly love 
your Souls, to ſee the Succeſs of 
their Labours, to have you come 
to them, enquiring what you 
muſt do to be ſaved, declaring 
your Repentance for your for- 
mer evil Courſes, and your reſo- 
Jution henceforth to become new 
Creatures? Certainly we e xhort 
ou to nothing but what is high- 
y reaſonable and for your own | 
benefit, whilſt we perſuade you 
| to return to the Favour of God. 
Why then will you not hearken 
tous? If a meſſage of Mercy 
B 3 ſhould 
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ſhould be ſent you from the King. 
when you were in danger of 


Death for Rebellion, would you | 
not moſt gladly and thankfully | 
receive it ? And will you not be 


as thankful and obedient to the 
King of Kings? and as wiſe to 


fave your Souls, as to preſerve 


your Bodies ? 

And beſides his Word and 
Miniſters, God alſo pleads with 
you by his Providences to bring 
you to Repentance. Sometimes 

e ſends afflictions to correct 
you for your faults, to ſhew you 
the Evil of Sin. and draw you 
home to himſelf; and at other 
times he ſends many Mercics, as 
J have told you, to ſoften your 
Hearts, to engage and allure you 
to his Service ; and ſuch gaod 
Uſe we ought to make of all 
God's Dealing with vs. 

IV. Conſider further what En- 
gagement you lie under to an holy 
Life by your own Profeſſion, Promi- 


ſes and Voi. You profeſs and 


call 
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call your ſelves Chriſtians, the 
Diſciples _ and Followers of 
Chriſt: Ought you not then to 
follow his Example, and obey 
his Commands, it you will make 
good that Name ? You will. 
think it a great diſgrace not to 
be taken for a Chriſtian, bur for 
a Turk or Few, Beware then 
leaſt you bring this diſgrace up- 
on your ſelves by an unchriſtian 
temper of Mind, and ill courſe 
of Life. It you are falſe or cru- 
el, covetous or luſtful, like a 
Turk or Few, it Matters little 
what you call your ſelves. He 
is not a Chriſtian that's one out- 
wardly, but he that has the ſame 
Mind and Spirit that was in Je- 
ſus Chriſt. God will not at the 
14ſt day judge of Men by their 
Names and Titles, but by their 
3 Hearts and Lives. Only it will 
go much worſe with a Man that 
” calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and yet 

lives like a Heathen or Infidel. 
And pray conſider how by 
B 4 your 
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_ Baptiſm you are ſolemnly 
iſted under Chriſt's Banner, to 


by the Temptations of Satan, 
and do his Works. and are en- 
ſnared by the Vanities of the 


World, the Luſts and Pleaſures 


of the Fleſh, you do in effect 
renounce your Baptiſm. 

Be ſides this, have you not re- 
newed the ſame V ow at the Ho- 
ly Communion, there openly 
profeſhng your Belief in Chriſt 
Crucified, and promiſing Obe- 
dience to him? It you have not 
reccived this Holy Sacrament, 
though you have long been at 
Years of Diſcretion, you then 
ſhe w your ſelves, by this neglect, 
to be no Obedient Diſciples of 
Chriſt, ſince you do not obey 
his plain Command, 7 do this 
in Remembrance of him, Luke 22. 
. 19, 


fight againſt the Devil, the 
World, and the Fleſh; and by 
the keeping this Vow, you ſhew 
your ſelves to be Chriſtians in. 
deed, But if you are led away 
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19. And indeed I fear that ma- 
y careleſs People will not come 
to the Communion, becauſe they 
think it would bind them to le 
ſuch a ſtrict and holy Life as 
in. they have no mind to. But do 
they not caſt off Jeſus Chriſt 
from being their Maſter, who 
look upon his Commands as too 
ftrict and ſevere, and will not 
promiſe to obey him? Yea, do 
they not thereby even diſown 
their Baptiſm, by which they 
were bound to this Obedience? 
N So that the ſame Reaſon which 
/ keeps them from the Communi- 
1 on, it's like, would keep them 
from being Baptized; if it were 
yet to be done. And what ſort 
of Chriſtians are they that would 
reject Chriſtian Baptiſm, be- 
cauie it engages them to an Ho- 
Ty Lite? 
If you are not guilty of this 
Negle&, but do ſumetimes come 
to the Lord's Supper, to keep up 


the Remembrance of his Death 
B 5 and 
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and Sufferings. Then pray con- 
ſider, that by receiving this Ho. 
y Sacrament, you do ſolemnly 1 
renew your Vows to be Chriſt's % 
faithful Servants and D ſciples, 
and to walk in {ſincere Obedience 
to all his holy Laws, as you hope 
for Salvation by his Death. 
Wherc!ore may I not well be- 
ſeech you to ule all due care to 
live according to this your Pro- 
miſe and Engagement? What a 
ſhame is it for a Man to be falſe 
to his Word, much more to his 
Oath ! O do not then break that 
Oath which you have made to 
God himſelf, by raking his holy 
Sacrament. And call to mind if 

ou have not on a Sickbed, or 
in ſome great Danger, made the 


_— 


ſame Promiſe and Vow: And has | 


notGod ſparcd you,toſechowyou | 
would perform the ſame? Take | 
heed then of abuſing his Mercy, 
and breaking your Promiſe. 
Moreover, I might ſhew how 
your profeſling to believe the 


Creed, 
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Creed, ingages you to live well, 
according to the holy Faith you 
profeſs, which i; 4 Doctrine accord. 
ing to Godlineſs, 

But laſtly, the very Prayers 
you put up to God, lay the ſame 
Ingagement on you, even to 
ſerve and pleaſe this God whom 
you Worſhip. To inſtance 
briefly in the Lord's Prayer; 
whilſt we call God Our Father, 
&c. ought we not to love and 


- honour him; to obey him, and 


ſubmit to him as our heavenl 
Father? Whilſt we pray that his 
Name may be Hallowed, his Xing» 
dom come, and his Will done in 
Earth as it is in Heaven, ought 
we not our ſelves ro honour his 
Name, and advance his King- 
dom, by obeying his Laws, and 
by doing his Will conſtantly and 
chearfully as the Angels do in 
Heaven, to the utmoſt of our 
Power? Praying for daily Bread, 
teaches our Dependance upon 
God, and engages us to _ 
mm 
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him by whom we are maintained. 


When we pray God to Forgive 
our Treſpaſſes as we forgive others, 


thoſe that offend us, as ever we 
hope for Mercy from God. And 
when we pray mot to be led into 


Temptation, but delivered from 


Evil, this ſhould reſtrain us from 
running into Temptation, and 
make us careful to avoid all Sin 
and the Occaſions of ir. To 
the ſame purpoſe I might alſo 
mention the Prayers of the 
Church, to which I hope you 
come trequently. Therein you 
begin with the Confeſſion of 
pour Sins, and ought you not to 
orſake as well as to confeſs them? 
And in the End of the Confeſſi- 
on, you pray God, for Chriſt's 
fake, to grant that you may lead 
godly, wvighteeus and ſober 
Lives, And almoſt in every 
Prayer, you will find ſomewhat 
to this effect. Now I hope you 
are in good earnc{t in theſe your 
Prayers, 


this ſtrictly binds us to forgive | 


1 
F A 
| 
| 


tor. | 


ined, 
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q Prayers, elſe you do mock God 
give 

hers, J 
give 


and affront him, inſtead of wor- 
ipping him and pleaſing him. 
But if you do heartily defire 
theſe things which you pray for, 
then you will do your part for 
the Attainment of them, and 
will diligently endeavour to live 
in ſo holy and good a manner, 
as you pray that you may do. 
And if you thus add Diligence 
to your Prayers, God's Grace 
will never be wanting for your 
Aſliſtance. 

V. Conſider alſo how juſt and 
equal all God's Commandments 
are, ſuch that our own Reaſon 
cannot but approve of them, as 
being maſt agreeable to us as we 
are reaſonable Creatures. To 
Inſtance in the chief ot them. 
Is it not moſt juſt and fit that we 
ſhould love God above all, who 
js the beſt and moſt perfect of all 
Beings, and from whom we re- 
ceive all our good things? 
Ought we not to pray to — 
wno 
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who alone can hear and help us, 
and to give Thanks and Praiſe 
to him, who is the Father of 
Mercies? Is it not moſt reaſona- 
ble that Children ſhould obey 
their Parents, and Subjects their 
Rulers ? And that all Men 
ſhould live in Peace and Love 
with one another, and ſpeak 
truly. and deal honeſtly as they 
would be dealt with? Is it not 
moſt fit and decent for a Man to 
eat and drink moderately, ſo as 
makes molt for his Health? To 
be modeſt and chaſt in all his 
Converſation ? Will not every 
Man's own Reaſon acknowledge 
the equity and fitneſs of theſe 
and the like Precepts? and for 
ſome that do ſeem more ſevere, 
there may be given very good 
Reaſons for them alſo ; So that 
plainly, all God's Commands 
are the wiſe and wholeſome 
Counſels of a moſt tender Father, 
who forbids his Children nothing 
but what's hurtful, and requires 
nothing 


eee 
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othing of them but what makes 
or their own Good, even to 
deal juſtly, to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly with their God, Mic, 
6. 8. Chriſt's Toke ; eafie, and hu 
Burden light, Mat. 11. 30. God's 
Service is perfect Freedom, as 
we daily ſtile it in our Prayers: 
And his Commandments are not 
grievous, 1 John 5. 3. Shall not 
we then be fo dutiful to our Hea- 
venly Father, yea, fo wiſe for 
our own Good, as to obey theſe 
moſt reaſonable and gracious 
Laws which he has given us ? 
So juſt and equal they are, that 
we cannor break them without 
oftering a kind of Violence to 
our ſelves, and going contrary 
ro the reaſon of our Mind. They 
are Light to the Bet, and Foy to 
the Heart, ſweeter to a good Man 
than Hoey, and the Honey. comb, 
as the Plalmiſt often ſpeaks. - As 
ſuirable are God's Commands 
to our Natures, and as uſeful 
and healthful ro our Souls, = 
che 
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the moſt wholeſome Food to our 
Bodies, And for a Man to di- 
rect his whole Carriage and Be. 
haviour according to the Laws 
of God, is as much his Wiſdom, |} 
as it is to go cloathed in decent 
Apparel, and to eat and drink 
what is good for his Nouriſh- 
ment. But on the other hand, 
for one to run naked about the 
Streets, to fill his Mouth with 
Mire and Dirt, to cut and man- Iv 
gle his own Fleſh, is not a great- q 
er ſian of folly and madneſs, t 
than for a Man to live according 
to his own Luſts, rather than 
after the Laws of God, which 
are ſo agreeable to our Reaſon, 
and Jobs lainly conduce to our 
own truc{t Intereſt and Advan- 
tage, both in this Life, and rhat 
to come; as will appear by what 
follows. 

VI. Conſider therefore in the 
next place, that it is a moſt cer- 
tain Truth, That the leading of 


an holy and good Life, ts in all re- 
ſpeFs 
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pefts very greatly for 4 Man's 
wn Benefit and Comfort : even in 
this preſent World, Godlineſs 1 
profitable for all things: It makes 


for the Quiet of our Minds, the 


Health of our Bodies, the En- 
creaſe of our Eſtates, and pro- 
cures us much Credit and E- 
ſteem, much Love and good 
Will among our Neighbours. 
Yea, it commonly brings along 
with it all manner of Bleſſings, 
and makes the Enjoyment of 
them more ſweet and pleaſant, 
and keeps off a great deal of 
Trouble which wicked Men 
bring upon themſelves, and af- 
ſords much Support and Eaſe 
under thoſe Afflictions which the 
Providence of God may lay up- 
on us. Infomuch that no Man, 
of what Rank and Condition ſo- 
ever he be, can lead a truly com- 
fortable Life, except he lead an 
holy and good Life. All this is 
frequently taught in Scripture, 
and may be caſily 2 by 

Clear 
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clear Reaſon: Or if that be no 


ſufficient, it is alſo molt plainly 
to be diſcerned by daily experi. 
ence, that they who truly fear 
God have much more Peace and 
Comfort in this World, than 
Wicked and Looſe Livers, that 
make no Conſcience of their 


ays. 

If I ſhould make the Compa- 
riſon only betwixt a ſober Man 
and a Drunkard, which do you 
think has the better of it in this 
Life? How often do the great 
Drinkers not only waſte their E- 
ſtates, but deſtroy their Health, 
weaken their Brains, and ſhorten 
their Lives ? How often do they 
fall into Quarrels, get Wounds 
and Bruiſes, and ſometimes Death 
it ſelf, either by fighting, or by 
one fad Accident or other ? 
Sometimes the very Children in 
the Streets run after them, ſhout- 
ing and making ſport with them; 
and if you follow them to their 
own Homes, what „ 

an 


1 
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e not and miſchief do they make 
ainly there? What ſwearing and cur- 
Peri. Wing, what brawling and ſcold- 
fear Ying, what quarrelling and fight- 
and Ning is there? What outcries and 
than ¶lamentations do Wife and Chil- 
that dren make? Who now perhaps 
heir ¶ are glad to get away for fear of 
their Lives, as before they far 

pa- ſtarving for want of that Money 
lan which theſe ill Husbands waſte 
'ou in the Ale-houſe. (A Sin and 
his Shame it is to thoſe that enter- 
at tain them.) And after they have 
E. liv'd a while at this wild and 
h, | wicked rate, the next News 
n commonly is, that either for 
Y bpebt or for Diſorder they are 
laid up in Priſon, and ſometimes 
1 | by thoſe very People in whoſe 
/ | Houſes they drink away all they 
got. And now they are forced 
to live upon Bread and Water, 

and linger out a miſcrable hun- 

gry Life in a cold ſtinking Dun- 
geon, till either the Charity of 
Friends, or Death it ſclt _ 

them 
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them thence. Ren by the way 
is this ſuch a pleaſant Life, that 
it's worth being damn'd for it in 
Hell Torments to all Eternity? 
Of which afterwards.) 
That alſo I might tell of the 
ſad Effects of Whoredom, which 
is commonly followed with Po- 
verty and Diſgrace, and many 
times with a filthy loathſome 
Diſeaſe, which makes Men rot 
above Ground. 'And thus angry, 
— malicious and revengeful 
eople are a continual Torment 
to themſelves, and to all about 
them, and ſeldom have an 
Peace or Quiet, either with their 
Neighbours, or in their own Fa- 
milies, The like may be ſhewn 
of all other Vices, which are 
ſtiil wont to bring their own Pu- 
niſhment along with them, to 
ſay nothing of what is or ought 
to be inflicted by the Magiſtrate, 
Eſpecially ſuch wicked People 
as Thieves and Murderers, 
Traitors and Rebels, do ſeldom 
eſcape 
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ice. But who will hurt Men if 
hey be followers of that which u 
00d ? Or what hurt does a Man 
bring upon himſelf by living ſo- 
berly ard chaſtly, by fearing 
God and honouring the King! 
what Miſchief does a Man get 
by minding his own buſineſs, 
and living quietly and peaceably 
among his Neighbours ? Nay, 
how happily may we ſee even 
ſome of the meaneſt ſort of Peo- 
ple live, that are diligent in their 
Callings, and ſober and tem- 
perate, and careful ro pleaſe 
God, and keep a good Conſci- 
ence in all their ways? Very ſel- 
dom it is that they are pinched 
with much want; or if they 
ſhould fall into a low Condition, 
yet all good People that know 
them are ready to pity and re- 
lieve them ; and will often truſt 
them with Money or Goods till 
they are able to pay. And every 
Body is willing to imploy an ho- 
n 
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neſt induſtrious Man, ſo that he 
{hall ſeldom want Work or Tra. 
ding. But idle riotous People, 


that follow whoring and drink-W 


ing, gaming and cheating, and 
ſtealing, that negle God's Ser- 
vice, and prophane the Lord's 
Day, beingoften in the Alehouſe 
when they ſhould be at Church; 
theſe are the People, if you ob- 
ſerve it, that do commonly fall 
into the baſeſt Beggary and Mi- 
ſery; and Men do but little pity 
them, becauſe they brought it all 
on themſelves Ohow happy might 
all ſorts ot People be, in a very 
great meaſure, even at preſent, 
if they would but become truly 
religious and good ? It is their 
own Sin and Folly, their Luſts 
and Paſſions that occaſion moſt 
of thoſe Troubles and Miſeries 
which they meet with; tho TL 
know they uſe to cry out of their 
hard Fortune, and to lay the 
blame upon others, and ſome- 
times to murmur againſt God 
himſclt, 
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imſelf. But they conſider not 
o they provoke God to Anger 
daily by their heinous Sins, and 
herefore may juſtly feel his hea- 

y Judgments for the fame, be- 
ſides all the miſchief which na- 
turally follows upon Wickedneſs. 
And this makes their Condition 
to be ſad indeed, that they are 
always liable to the wrath of 
God, and may juſtly expect his 
Vengeance to fall upon them, 
and to ſtrip them of all their 
Comforts, and throw them into 
the ſoreſt Calamiries. 

But on the contrary, herein 
above all lies the good Man's 
Security and Comfort, that he 
enjoys the Bleſlings and Favour 
ot Almighty God, and therefore 
is ſure ro want nothing that's 
truly good for him. So it is 
promiſed, P/al. $4. 11, 12. Mat, 
6.33. They that firſt ſeek the Ring- 
dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs 
of it, ſhall have all that u needful 
added to them, So that a poor 
Man 
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Man can take no ſurer Courſe 


to provide for himſelt and Fa; 


mily, than to become truly reli. 
gious ; though he may not have 
great things in the World, yet 
heſhallhave food convenient. And 
then, which is better than all, he 
ſhall have God's Bleſſing, with 
what he enjoys, and this will af- 
ford him more true content and 
comfort in that little he has, than 
a wicked Man can find in all his 
great Treaſure, Godlineſs with 
Contentment is the greateſt Gain, 
P/al. 37. 16. 1 Tim, 6. 6. A 
Poor Man that has only Jacob's 
Wiſh, Food to ear, and Rai- 
ment to put on, if alſo he has 
Facob's Piety, and takes the Lord 
for his God, and lives in his fear 
and ſervice, and enjoys the ſenſe 
of his Favour, how bleſſed is 
the ſtate of this Man? How 
chearfully may he live- at all 
times, notwithſtanding his Po- 
verty ? What tho? his Dwelling 
be mean, his Fare W 
ar 


| 
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t hard and cori, and his Cloth- 
| Fa- ing very plain; yet whilſt he 
' reli- ¶ loves God ſincerely, and wor- 
have WW ſhips him duly and devoutly, he 
yet i may even turn his Cottage into a 
And WPalice, yea, a Temple; and the 
II, he bleſſed God will viſit him with 
with W his Preſence, will accept of his 
Haf- N Services, and refreſh him with 
and the Light of his Countenance. 
than I And upon this Knowledge and 
IU his ¶ enjoyment of God it is, that the 
with ¶ true Comfort of a Man's Life de- 
ain. pends, whatever his outward 
A Condition be. It is this alone 
eob's | which gives inward Peace and 
Rai- Satisfaction to his Mind, and 
has ſweetens all his Mercies, and a- 
.ord | bove all things, bears up his 
fear ¶ Heart under thoſe Afflictions he 
enſe meets with. For the beſt of 
1 is | Men muſt expect their ſhare of 
ow | outward Troubles in the World 
all J ſuch as ſickneſs and pain, loſs of 


Friends and Eſtate, with the like; 
theſe are the calamities common 
to all, But mw the good _ 


and to whoſe Will he Frcely re- 
' ſaying, with his bleſſ-4 Maſter, - 


30 The Chriſtian Monitor, 
has clearly the advantage, ſince 1 
he looks upon all that befals bim 
as Coming from the hand of 2 
moſt wiſe and gracious God, WY 
who knows what is beſt for him, 


ſigns himſelf and all his Aﬀairs, } 


Not my Will, O God, but thine be 
done, Yea, he receives afflictions 
as ſent in kindneſs to correct him 
for his Faults, to exerciſe and 
encreaſe his Graces, and fo to | 
Prepare him for Glory, And 
ere's the great Bencht of Reli. 
gion, that it teaches a Man whi- 
ther to go for Relief and Com- 
fort in his Straits and Difficulties, 


1 


even to this great and good God, | 
wha is moſt able and ready to 
help his People in all Times of | 


Trouble. This we ſtill read in 
Scripture was the courſe of noly 
Men, and they found it was nat 
in vain, And to this Day will | 
God's faithful Servants find the] 
good Effects of thus devoutly ap- 


plying 
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plying themſclves' ro God by 
Prayer, For ha Eyes are ever upon 
the Righteous ; and by Ear open ta 
their Cry, He takes pity on them, 
comforts and ſupports them, 
He'll lay no more upon them 
than he enables them to bear; 
and in his good time he ſupplies 
their Wants, and delivers them 
from their Afflictions. yea, he 


turns them into Bleilings, and 


makes al work together for their 
good, as he has promiſed to them 


* that love bim, Rom. 8. 28, O 


what. Happineſs 1s 1t to be ac- 
quainted with God, to have a 
gue ſenſe of his Providence, fo 
as to live on it and improve it, 
Fob. 22.1, 

But how fad is the Condition 
of a Wicked Man, who has no 
ſuch Knowledge of God, no love 
to him, nor any Expectations of 
help and relief from him : Even 
in his greatelt Proſperity he's a 
very miſerable Man, whilſt he 
lives without God in the World: 
C 2 But 
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But he feels himſelf to be fo in- 


deed, when he falls into any 
great Calamity, and knows not 
which way to turn himſelf for 
help and comfort. For as Wic- | 
kedneſs ſtill brings Men into Mi. 
ſery (as I have before ſhewn) ſo 

there it leaves them in the moſt 
wretched forlorn Condition, 
And the ill Temper of their 
Minds, adds weight and load to 
their Calamitics, and grievouſly 
increaſes the Smart of them. The 
Senſe of their own Guile ſome- 
timestorments their Conſciences; 
and fills them with Fear and 


Horrour : Sometimes they rage 


and fret againſt thoſe that help 
on their Sufferings, and ſome- 
times they even blaſpherne God 
himſelt, and murmur againſt his 
Providence. Whilſt the good 
Man with Job bl: ſſes God in all 
his Afflictions, theſe are ready to 
follow the counſel of his Wife, 
even to curſe God and die. For 


being full of anguiſh and deſpair, 
: they 


The Chriſtian Monitor. 53 


they are at their Wits end, and 
weary of their very Lives, as we 
read of Cain and Fudas, and ſuch 
like, both in Scripture and other 


# Hiſtory, For my part I do ve- 


rily think, that next to the De- 


1 vils and thoſe in Hell, there are 


no Creatures in the World more 
miſerable than wicked ungodly 
People; and whilſt we ſee what 


| the common fruit of Sin is here 


on Earth, we may eaſily be con- 
vinc'd that it leads to Hell and 
Damnation hereafter. And all 
this do Men madly and wilfully 
run into by their own evil do- 
ings ; even as a Man that thruſts 
his hands into the hre is like to 
feel Pain and Smart. By forſa- 
king God, they forſaks their onn 
Mercies, and ſinning againſt him, 
they wrorg their own Souls, yea, 
their Bodies too, and all their 
concerns. Thus you ſee that an 
Holy Life is moſt profitable for 
us even in this preſent World, 
preventing much Evil, and 
C 3 bringing 
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bringin all manner of good a- 
long with ir. Or if a Man 
ſhould fall into ſuch hard times, 
as to ſuffer merely for Religion 
and a good Conſcience, he {hall 
then commonly find ſuch won- 
der ful Comfort and Satufattion ot 
Mind, that he will triumph and 
rejoice in the midſt of his Suffer- 
ings: As we know the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Chriſtians did, 
and that eſpecially in hope of 
the glorious Rewards laid up for 
good Men in the Heavens. But 
that brings me to the laſt Conſi- 
derarion I ſhall mention. 

Laſtly, Namely, That an holy 
Life, thro the rich Mercy ef God, 
will render us perfectlj and eternally 
bleſſed in the World to come; 
whereas a wicked Courſe of Liſe 
leads to eternal Miſery and Tor- 
went, According as we live in 
this World, ſo muſt we fare in 
the next: For this Life is a State 
of Trial in order to Eternity. 
| ; Even 
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Even at Death a good Man has 
ground of much comfort, having 
the Teſtihony of a 1. Con- 


1 ſcience. and the Sc & of God's 


Love, ſo that with Ss. Stephen, 
he may commit his. Soul into 
the Hands of the Lord Jeſus, 
who is ready to receive him. 
Bur how fad is it with a wicked 
Man, when beſides all the Pains 
of the. Body, his Mind is tor- 
mented with- the Remembrance 
of his ſins, and with the fear of 
God's wrath ? But the great dif- 
ference will be made at the Day 
of Judgment, when the Shee; 

ſhall te ſet at Chriſt's Right Ha 7 
and the Gagri on the Left; as you 


have it deſcribed, Mar. 25. 31, 


&c, To thoſe on the Right 
Hand, that is, the pious and 
good, will be pronounced that 
Joyful Sentence, Come ye bleſſed 
of my Father, inherit the Kzngdow 
prepared far you from the Foundati- 
on of the World, And then ſhall 
they enter inta that wp glorious 

4 ingdom, 
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Kingdom, where neither Sin 
nor Sorrow {ſhall ever diſturb 
them more, where they ſhall ne. 
ver feel nor fear any manner of 
Evil or Pain either of Soul or 
Body; but ſhall be admitted in. 
to the immediate Preſence ot 
God, where there is all Fulneſs 
of Joy for evermore. They ſhall 
have ſuch a clear Knowledge of 
the ever- bleſſed God, and ſuch 
a lively Senſe of his infinite Per- 


fection, as will fill them with 


Admiration, Love and Praiſe : 
And they ſhall feel the Love of 


God and their Saviour fo fully 


ſhed abroad upon them as ſhall 
raiſe their Hearts to the very ut- 
moſt Heights of 7% and Thar k- 
2 and their Mouths ſhall 
be filled with Haleluj abs and 
Songs of Praiſe, and in this moſt 
delightful. Employment ſhall 
they joyn with all the bleſſod 


Company of Heaven for ever 


and ever. That's the Perfection 


of all, that the Joys of Heaven 


ill 
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ſhall never have an End. It is 
both a moſt exceeding and eternal 
Weight of Glory that's promiſed, 
2 Cor. 4.17, 18, For ever ſhall we 
remain with the Lord, 1 Theſſ. 4. 
17. The erernal God will be the 
Portion of his People, and their 
Toy in him ſhall never be leſſened 
or abated through all Eternity, 
They ſhall be always bleſſing 
and praiſing him, always ſatisfi- 
ed and raviſh'd with the behold- 
ing of his Glories, and the En- 
joy ment of his Love; always de- 
lighting with the moſt pleaſant 
and agreeable Society of Angels 
and Saints; and never more 
ſhall dear Friends and Compa- 
nions be ſeparated from each o- 
ther ; when once they are met 
in Heaven, Death hath no more 
ower over them. They ore 
come in ſome meaſure even 
like to Chriſt himſelf, and there 
ſhall ſee him as he is in all his 
Glory, Phil. 3.21. Fobn 3. 2. 
But what it is thus to be made 
| C 7 like 
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Expreſs or conceive whilſt we 
are Fere in the Body; to com. 
Pare the Glories of Heaven to all 
the Riches and Honewrs of Courts 
and Palaces here below, were 
greatly to lefſin and diſparage 
them. So great are thoſe heaven- 
Iy Gloties and Joys. that they 
can never be clearly known till 
they are enjoy'd: as a blind Man 
can never tell what Light is, till 
His Eyes are open to diſcern it. 
It's enough for us thit we have 
full Afſuratice from the Promiſt s 
of the Goſpel, that ſuch a Stare 
of unſpeakable Happineſs there 
is provided for good Men in the 
Life. to come. And as the Lord 
Jeſus is gone before to prepare it 
for them, ſo now by his holy 
Spirit he prepares them for that 
bleſſed Place, by working in 
them that Grace which fits them 
for Glory, and is the very firſt 
Fruits and Beginnings of it in 

their 


like to Chriſt, to fee God and en. 
Joy him, we are not able fully to 


DOD 
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their Souls. True Holineſs is 
the moſt certain Pledge of Erer- 
nal Happineſs, and makes us 
meet for it, Eph. 1. 13, 14. Col. 
1. 

Since then ſuch a Glory there 
is, ſo infinitely great, ſo ſure and 
certain, ſnall we not all be per- 
ſuaded to ſeek after it, by walk - 
ing in thoſe holy ways that lead 
thereto ? Surely we ſhall, if we 
have any Belief? of God's Word, 
any regard to our own Intereſt, 
n Muſt our Souls live for ever in 
s |} another World, and ſhall we not 
„ } uſe our utmoſt Cars and Dili- 
7 gence to make them bappy for 
| ever there? Are they not our 

own Souls, and do they not then 
deſerve our Loye and Care? If 
we be wiſe aud feed, * it net fer 
eur ſelvet, for our own Happi- 
neſs? And is there any other 
way to make our ſelves happy 
but by gaining the Love of God 
and eternal Life? Do we not 
ſee that all worldly comforts are 
ſhort 


about us; many of onr dearel} 
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ſhort and uncertain ? They wi. | 
ther in our Hands, and periſh in 
the uling.Our Neighbours andAc- 
quaintance are daily dying round 


Friends and Relations are already 
gone before us; and we our ſelves 
are ſwiftly following after, We 
are juſt upon the Borders of Eter. 
nity, liable to a thouſand Diſea- 
ſesand Miſchances that may ſoon 
ftop our Breath, and then we are 
gone. Since then we cannot make 
ſure of this Lite and the Enjoy- 
ments of it, O let us ſeek to make 
ſure of eternal Glory ; which we 
may do by God's aſliſtance, even 
the pooreſt Man on Earth, if he 
will become ſincerely pious and 
good. For God is no reſpecter 
of Perſons. Chriſt died for poor 
Men as well as rich; and they 
that have nolnhetitance on Earth, 
may be Heirs of the Heavenly 
Kingdom, if they be rich in Faith 
and Love to God. Jam. 2. 5. And 
methinłks they that have ſo much 
trouble 


* 
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trouble and ſorrow in this Life, 
ſhould be moved to ſeck after Ri- 


ches and Glory in the Life to 


come. There the poore ſt Lazarus 


# {hall have a thouſand times more 


Pleaſure and Joy, than any of the 
proud Divers or rich Gluttons 
and Epicures have now 1n thetr 


dælicious Fare and gorgeous Ap” 


parel. Nay, the very hopes of 
this Glory may hl] the good 
Man's Mind with ſo much Joy, 
that he will even forget his Po- 
verty, and not count his A fflict& 
ons worchy to be compared with 
the Happineſs he hopes for; nor 
would he change Eſtates with the 
greateſl Prince upon Earth, who 
is a Stranger to theſe Hopes. 
Thus it was with the Holy Apo- 
ſtles and their Followers, 2 Cor. 
6. 10. 1 Pee. 1. 6, 7. 8. 

Thus have I briefly told you 
ſome what of the happineſs of the 
Godly in the World to come : 
But on the other hand conſider 
What will þe the Portion of the 

wicked, 


— — 
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wicked, who deſpiſe the Mer-“ 
cies of God, and the Offers and 
Promiſes of the Goſpel : Theſe Þ 
will at laſt fall under his heavy 
Wrath and Vengeance, and there 
muſt remain for ever in the moſt 
intsler:b!le Torment of Soul and 
Body, ſet out by the moſt dread. 
ful things, ſuch as Fire and Brim 
ſtone, and a never dying Worm 
that perpetually gnawsand ſtings 
their Hearts, They are caſt into 
outer Darkneſs, where there is 
Weeping, and Wailing, and 
Gnaſhing of Teeth, not the leaſt 


" glimmering.ot Hope or Comfort 


to all Eternity, Mat. 25. 30, 41, 
46. Mark 9. 43 to the end; 2 Theſ/. 
1.7, 9. 1 veſe are the Goats 
that being ſet on the Left Hand, 
mult hear that doleful Sentence, 
Depart from mie ye curſed into ever 
laſting Fire prepared for the Devil 
and bis angels. An heavy Doom, 
and yet moſt juſt, For they de- 
parted lrem God, and neglected 
his Service here on Earth, ard 

there fore 
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therefore now they muſt depare 


om his Preſence in which their 


corrupt Minds can take no de- 
light, They preferred the Ta- 


/ J vern and Alehouſe before the 
Houſe of God ; and took more 


pleaſure in feaſting and drinking, 
jn roaring and revelling amongſt 
their wicked Companions, than 
in worſhipping of God in the 
Communion of Saints: they lo- 
ved not Prayers and Praiſes in 
the Aſſemblies of his People, nor 
had any mind to come to the 
Lord's Table, tho' often invited 
thereto; and there fore muſt they 
now be ſhut out from ſuch holy 
Company, and from ſuch high 
and Heavenly Employments, 
for which they are altogether 
un fit. They were many of them 
greatly given to Curſing, and 
now it is come upon them ; that 
Curſe of God which they in their 
rage often wiſhed to their Neigh- 
bours, is now fallen upon them- 


ſelves, Nay, did not many of 
| theſe 
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theſe prophane Wretches even 
call for this Curſe upon their FE 
own Heads in that Helliſh Lan. . 


guage of God damn me? Andi 
what wonder if their Petition be It ; 


now granted, and they ſenten. 
ced to that Damnation which 
they thus call'd for? By the De. | 
vil they were led and guided, 
and by his wicked Inſtruments 
and their own brutiſh Luſts: and 
therefore naw they muſt have 
the Devil and bis Angels, and 
damned Sinners like themſelves, : 
to be their Companions in Tor- 
ment, who are ſo far from pity- 
ing or comforting each other, 
that rather they curſe one ano- 
ther now in their Milery, who 
before rempted one another to 
Sin. O fad meeting of the Drunk- 
ards, the Whoremongers and the 
Harlots there together in thoſe 
ſcorching Flames ! Where in 
vain they cry out for a Drop 
of Water to cool their Tongue. 
It muſt not be granted; their 
| gocd 
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good things are all paſt and gone 
and the Remembrance o all 
"F#their Riot and Lewdneſs ſerves 
pot to increaſe their Torment. 
And now alſo they may remem- 


ber how God did again and a- 
gain call upon them, and they 
would not hear; neither there- 


fore will he now hear their Cries 


when pain and anguiſh is come 


upon them, Prov, 1. 24. to the 


end. And tho' they may cry out 
againſt rheir Companions, and 
accuſe the Devil, and in their 
Rage blaſpheme God himſelf, 
yet will their Conſciences fly 
withthe greateſt fury uponthem- 
ſelves, who in ſpight of all the 
Warnings that were given them, 
did by their own wilful and im- 
p:nirent Continuance in Sin, 
plunge themſelves into this Miſe- 
ry, from whence they mult never 
be releaſed. O dreadful] Words, 
Everlaſting Fire! Eternal Torment! 
How does the thought of this 


ſink and break their Hearts, and 
fills 


—— 


Chriſtian Monitor, 
fills them with deepeſt Horrour! 
and Deſpair ? Mo can dwel with 
everlaſting Burning: > Who can: 
And yer the damned Sinner Wh 
muſt, though in the moſt raging if 
and impatient manner. After WS: 
they have lain thouſands and Nic 
millions of Years in that place WL 
F 


JU 


of Torment, yet is there not a 
Moment leſs to come, there is a 
whole Eternity till behind. The 
Worm never dies, the Flame 1s 
ve ver quenched. Nor is God to 
be accuſed of Severity in all this, 
ſince it was the Sinner's own 
Doing, the Fruit of their own | 
Choice ; for they knew that Sin 
would fink them into Hell. and 
yet they would venture upon it. 
And indeed ir ſinks them thi- 
ther as naturally as a ſtone falls 
to the Ground, Even here on 
Earth, the proud and covetous, 
the malicious and revengeful, 
the prophane and ſenſual, do 
kindle ſomewhat of Hell in their 
own Souls; and whillt they car- 


ry 
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N along with them the ſame 
, wich Wicked temper of Mind, it muſt 
Ty tu needs make them moſt wret- 
nner hed and miſerable in another 
ing World, as long as ever their 
After WSouls live, and theſe Vices ſtick 
and to them, that is to all Eternity. 
Place Let not him that carries Fire in 
1072 his Boſom accuſe God's Provi- 
'*2 deace for making the Fire hor, 
Phe when hg feels it burn him; but 
e is let him blame his own folly and 
Ito [ willulneſs : and ſo muſt ſel{-con- 
bis, demned Sinners be forced to do. 
Wn, And now tell me, I beſeech 
Wn vou, is there not all the Reaſon 
n ia the World that you ſhould 
'd ff ſpeedily repent you of your Sins, 
Tf. and caſt them from you with 
* Loathing and Deteſtation, and 


s henceforward ſet upon a courſe 
1 of ſerious Holineſs, that fo you 
may eſcape all this Miſery threat- 


| ned to the wicked, and may par- 
take of that Glory which is pro- 
miſed to the pious and good ? 
Does not a thouſand Pound a 
Year 
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Year deſerve the labour of one 

Day? And will not all the Joy: 

of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for 

ever and ever, abundantly re. 

ward our Diligence in God' 

Service for this ſhort Life time? 

And are not the Eternal Tor. 

ments of Hell enough to reſtrain 

Men from a looſe and ſin ful Life, 

tho' it were never ſo profitable or 
pleaſant here for a little while? 

Bur you have before heard it ful. 

ly proved, that even at preſent 
an holy Life is in all reſpects 

moſt for our Benc fit or Comfort. 
So that without doubt a good 
Man finds more Sweetnels and 

Satisfaction in the way to Hea- 
ven, than Sinners do in the way 
to Hell. Our gracious God ap- 
points us an eaſy and honourable 
Service, and gives glorious Re- 
Wards; But the Devil is a moſt 
cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves 
to the vileſt Drudgery, and al- 
terwards pays them very ſad 
Wages, Rom. 6. 21,22, 23. _ 
ther 
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f one Mher then will you be Chriſt's 
Joy reemen, or the Devil's Bond- 
for Mlaves? Whether will you walk 


y re. Bin the good ways of God, that 
70d), bring Peace and Comfort here 


me? Jon Earth, and eternal Glory in 
Tor. Heaven; or in the crooked Paths 
rain Nof Sin which now bring Sorrow, 
ifs, and Shame, and Pain, and here- 


afrer will plunge you into eter- 
le? nal Miſery and Torment in Hell? 
ul. Thus are Life and Death, Hap- 
nt pineſs and Miſery ſet before you, 
IT, & what Choice then will you make? 
rt. One would think there was no 
d great Difficulty in this caſe, to a 
d # Man that has the uſe of his Rea- 
! ſon, if he will at all make uſe of 
p it in the Affairs of his Soul. A 
little thinking ſerves turn to con- 
| vince Men that there is no reaſon 
why they ſhould chuſe Poverty 
and Re proach. Pain and Impri- 
ſonment (it they can honeſtly a- 
void them) rather than Riches 
and Honour, Eaſc and Liberty. 
But I am ſure there is a thouſand 
Times 
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Year deſerve the labour of one 
Day? And will not all the Joy, 
of Heaven, that ſhall laſt for 
ever and ever, abundantly re. 
ward our Diligence in God 
Service for this ſhort Life time? 
And are not the Eternal Tor. 
ments of Hell enough to reſtrain 
Men from a looſe and ſin ful Life, 
tho'it were never ſo profitable or 
pleaſant here for a little while? 
Bur you have before heard it ful. 
ly proved, that even at preſent 
an holy Life is in all reſpe&s 
moſt for our Benc fit or Comfort. 
So that without doubt a good 
Man finds more Sweetneſs and 
Satisfaction in the way to Hea- 
ven, than Sinners do in the way 
to Hell. Our gracious God ap- 
points us an-eaſy and honourable 
Service, and gives glorious Re- 
Wards ; ' But the Devil is a moſt 
cruel Maſter, and ſets his Slaves 
to the vileſt Drudgery, and af- 
terwards pays them very fad 
Wages, Rom. 6. 21,22, 23. * 

ther 
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of one ner then will you be Chriſt's 


e Joy Freemen, or the Devil's Bond- 
aſt for Hlaves? Whether will you walk 
ly te. Ia the good ways of God, that 


Goch ring Peace and Comfort here 
ime? Mon Earth, and eternal Glory in 
Tor. Heaven; or in the crooked Paths 
train Nof Sin which now bring Sorrow, 
Life, W and Shame, and Pain, and here- 
le or Þ afrer will plunge you into eter- 
ile? ¶ nal Miſery and Torment in Hell? 
ful. & Thus are Lite and Death, Hap- 
ent & pineſs and Miſery ſer before you, 
Qs what Choice then will you make? 
re, One would think there was no 
d great Difficulty in this caſe, to a 
d Man that has the uſe of his Rea- 
- # ſon, if he will at all make uſe of 
p it in the Affairs of his Soul. A 
N little thinking ſerves turn to con- 
ö vince Men that there is no reaſon 
why they ſhould chuſe Poverty 

and Reproach. Pain and Impri- 
ſonment (if they can honeſtly a- 
void them) rather than Riches 

and Honour, Eaſc and Liberty. 

But I am ſure there is a thouſand 


Times 
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Times lefs reaſon for a Man tl 
diſobey God, and damn his Sol 
for ever, rather than to plea 
and ſerve him, and ſo make urs 
of eternal Salvation, Wherefore Þ 
let me again beſeech you to take 
the matter into Conſideration, 
and think ſeriouſly what is moſt | 
reaſonable, and moſt for your Ya 
own Intereſt, and then chuſe ac. Kt 
cordingly. And I pray God di- 
rect your Hearts ro make ſo | 
Wiſe a Choice, that you may 
never have cauſe to repent ot it, | 
either in this World, or that to 
come. Amen, 
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‚ A brief Deſcription of an Holy Life, 
with ſome ſhort Direct ions in or-. 
der thereto, 
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JF you now demand of me, 
where in conſiſts this Holineſs 


I | | of 
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{in toe Life, to which I have been 


is Soull nus long and earneſtly exhorting 
pleaſe ou, that I hope you may in 
e firs Wome meaſure underſtand by re- 
refors Mfecting on what I ſaid at the be- 
tate Meinning, and by attending to 
ion, Wwhar | have intimated all along 
moſt Win my Diſcourſe, Vet for your 
Your © affiſtance, I ſhall ſomewhat more 


* ace IE plainly repreſent to you, tho? 
di- but very briefly ; as no other can 
fo be expected in this little Paper, 
nay # In the general then (as I have 
it, be lore expreſſed ic) l am only 
'to F perſuading you to live as becomes 
true Chriſtians. according to 
| your Baptiſmal Vow, in keeping 
— ot which conſiſts your Chriſtia- 
nity. Now by your Baptiſm 
you are engaged to believe in, 
and obey, God the Father, the 
„ Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. You 
muſt ſincerely and heartily own 
God rhe Father 3s your Maker 
and Preſerver, the Son of God à28 
| your Redeemer, and the Holy 
Ghoſt as your Sanctilier, _ 
an 


— 


riſtian Monitor 
and Comforter. And according. 


ly muſt you behave Your ſely 
both in heart ang life; 4 


od, and mult ſtecfallly beliew 
the Articles of wour Chriſtian 


edience ; for it YOu do not he. 
lieve Chriſt's Goſpel, you are 
not like to obey ir, In theſe two 
Things then conſiſts the Religion 


ath commanded. In ſhort, he 
[4 Is a good Chriſtian who does 
/ firmly believe his Creed, and 
ö 


cactully keep the Command. 
ments. 


The Doctrines which we are 
to pelieve, are indeed more 


largely 
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largely and fully delivered in the 
Holy Scriptures, which were 
written by Men inſpired by the 


Ine Ghoſt, and accordingly 


ought to be receiv'd as the 
Word of God, and to be dili- 
gently read, and ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieved, But the chief Articles 


Jof the Chriſtian Faith are brief— 


ly ſumm'd up in that which we 


our call the Apoſtles Creed, I believe 


in God the Father, &c, This I 
hope you are well acquainted 
with, it being fo ſhort and plain, 
and daily rep-ated in the Church 
Service; and therefore I ſhall 
not ſet it down at large. And 
this alſo I h»pe you do belic ve 
to be molt true. You would 
take it ill, if I ſhould qu ſtion 
your belief of the Creed, with- 
our which you are not to be rec- 
koned as Chriſtiins, Bur let 
me advyyſe you to conſider fſeri- 
outly and frequently uf theſe 
great Truths contained in the 
Creed, that you may more clear- 
iv underſtand them, and be more 


aff. Cted 
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and Comforter. And according- 
ly muſt you behave your ſelves 
both in heart and life; And 
therefore you muſt renounce the 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh, 
which would draw you off from 
God, and mult ſtedfaſtly believe 
the Articles of your Chriſtian 
Faith, and carefully keep Ged's 
holy Will and Commandments | 
all the Days of your Life. Your Ne 
Faith is required in order to O- i 
bedience ; for if you do not be- | 
lieve Chriſt's Goſpel, you are þ 
not like to obey it. In theſe two 
things then conſiſts the Religion 
of a Chriſtian, ro which he is 
engaged by his Baptiſm, viz. in 
believing what Jeſus Chriſt hath. 
revealed, and in doing what he 
hath commanded. In ſhort, he 
is a good Chriſtian who does 
firmly believe his Creed, and 
ca etully keep the Command- 
ments. 

The Doctrines which we are 
to pelieve, are indeed more 
largely 
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largely and fully delivered in the 
Holy Scriptures, which were 
written by Men inſpired by the 
Holy Ghoſt, and accordingly 
ought to be receiv'd as the 
Word of God, and to be dili- 
gently read, and ſtedfaſtly be- 
lieved. But the chief Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith are brief- 
ly ſumm'd up in that which we 
call the Apoſtles Creed, I believe 
in God the Father, &c, This I 
hope you are well acquainted 
with, it being fo ſhort and plain, 
and daily rep-ated in the Church 
Service; and therefore I ſhall 
not ſet it down at large. And 
this alſo I h-pe you do belive 
to be molt true. You would 
take ir ill, if I (ſhould qu ſtion 
your belief of the Creed, with- 
our which you are not to be rec- 
koned as Chriſtians, But let 
me advyſe you to conſider ſeri- 
ouſly and frequently of theſe 
great Truths contained in the 
Creed, that you may more clcar- 
ly underſtand them, and be more 


aff. Cted 
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affected with them. And pray 
ſee that your belief of them be 
very hrm and deep rooted in 
your Soul, that ſo the fruit of 
your Faith may appear in the 
Holineſs of your Life. Without 
this the bare knowing of the 
Creed, and repeating it never 
ſo often, will ſtand us in no ſtead, 
For, as I told you, Obedience is 
the end of Faith, And all the 
Articles of our Belief, do moſt 
plainly tend to make vs holy and 
good, if we will but carefully at- 
tend to them, and conſider well 


of them. To ſhew it in a few | 


words. F we believe that God the 


Father Almighty made us and all 


the World, then are we bound to 
love and honour him, to worſhip 
and obey him as our Maker and 
Preſerver, who is Almighty in 
Power, Infinite in Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and all manner of 
Perfections. It we believe that 
Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God, and 
the Redeemer of Mankind, who di- 
ed for us, and roſe again, and aſ- 
cended 


— 


— o 
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cended into Heaven, and will thence 
come to judge the quick and the 
dead, and will grant to all Pe- 
nitent and Obedient Believers, 
the Forgiveneſs of their Sins, and 
Everlaſting Life, but will Sen- 
tence the wicked to everlaſting 
Miſery ; our belief of this muſt 
lead us to Repentance and A- 
mendment of Life, and ro an 
humble D-pendance on the 
Mercies of God, and the Merits 
of Chriſt for Pardon and Salva- 
tion. And if we believe, That 
it is the Office of the Holy Gheſt, to 
ſanctiſie us, and all the Elect People 
of God; then ought we to pray 
to God for his Holy Spirit, and 
we mult comply with his good 
Motions, and ſubmit to his 
working upon our Souls, that 
he may ſanctiſie us and make us 
holy, that ſo we may be living 
Members of Chriſt's Holy Catho- 
lick Church. And in this Church we 
are bound to continue, that ſo in 
the Communion of Saints, we may 
enjoy the Benefit of the Word, 

D 2 Sacra: 
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Sacraments and Prayer, by which 
means the Holy Ghoſt works 
Grace in us, and encreaſes the 
ſame till it be perfected in Erer- 
nal Glory, to which good Men 
ſhall be advanced both in Soul 
and Body at the Reſorrection, 
as their Souls made Entrance up- 
on it preſently after their Death. 

Thus you fee how a right Be- 


lief leads a Man to Holineſs of 


Life. And therefore in holy 
Scripture do we hnd ſo much 
mention made of Faith, or of 
believing in God and in Chriſt, 
This in many Places is highly 
extolled, and moſt ſtrictly requi- 
red of us, as the very ſum of our 
Duty; inſomuch that we are 
often ſaid to be juſtified or par- 
doned on account of our Faith, 
and to be faved by Faith, and 
all this chiefly, as | ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe true Faith produces Obe- 
Gience, and makes a Man be. 
come an humble and ſincere Diſ- 
ciple of Jelus Chriſt, and fo 
makes us ht for the Mercies of 


God 
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God, in anc th rough our-Blef- 
ſed Saviour. But when Faith 
does not bring forth the Fruit of 
Holineſs and good Works, it's 


ok no value with God, nor will 


ſtand us inany ſtead, as you may 
2e at large in the ſecond Chap- 
ter of St. James, ro name no o- 
their places. Wherefore you 
know we are engaged by our 
Baptiſm, not only to believe all 
the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, but alſo to keep God's 
Commandments, which I am ro 
ſpeak of next. 

Now theſe Commandments 
are alſo plainly contained in the 
Holy Scriptures; and therefore 
there is ſtill more reaſon why 
you ſhould diligently read and 
ſtudy the ſame, thar you may 
know the Will of God and do it. 
And all that is to be done by us, 
I reckon is contain'd in the Ten 
Commandments, as they are ex- 
plain'd to us and urg'd upon us, 
both by the Prophets in the Old 
Teſtament, and by our Saviour 

3 and 
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and his Apoſtles in the New; e- 
ſpecially in our Saviour's Sermon 
in the Mount, in the Fth, 6th, 
and 7th, Chapters of St. Matthew. 
And therefore often read over 
theſe three Chapters. There 


you will find what manner of 


Perſons the Diſciples of Jefus 
ought to be, even like their Ma- 
ſter, of an humble lowly Spirit, 
meek and gentle, pure and peace- 
able, merciful, patient, and the 
like. Such as theſe he pronoun- 
ces bleſſed in the beginning of 
that heavenly Sermon, and theſe 
alone are they whom he will 
make moſt bleſſed with himſelf 
for ever. But if you will have 
the Sum of your Duty to God 
and your Neighbour as required 
by the Ten Commandments, 
briefly repreſented, take it in the 
very Words of the Church Ca- 
techiſm. 

My Duty towards God is to be. 
lieve in him; to fear bim; to love 
him with all my Heart, with all my 
Mind, with all my Soul, and 1 * 

4 


The Chriſtian Monitor. 79 


all my Strength ; to worſhip him; 
to give him thanks, to put my whole 
truſt in him; to call upon bim; to 
honour his holy Name and his Word; 
and to ſerve bim truly all the Days 
of my Lafe, 

My Duty towards my Neighbour, 
j to love him as my ſelf, and to do 
to all Men as I would they ſhould 
do to me, To love, honour and ſuc- 
cour my Father and Mether, To 
honour and obey the King, and all 
that are put in Authority under 
him, To ſubmit my /#/f to all my 
Governours, Teachers, Spiritual 
Paſtors and Maſters, To order my 
felf lowly and reverently to all my 
betters, To hurt no body by word 
or deed. To te true and juſt in all 
my Dealings, To bear no Malice 
nor Hatred in my Heart, To keep 
my Hands from picking and fteal- 
ing, my Tongue from evil ſpeaking, 
hing and flandering, To keep my 
body in Temperance, Soberneſs and 
Chaſtity, Not to covet and deſire 
other Mens Goods, but to learn and 
labour truly to get my own Living, 
D 4 and 
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and to do my Duty in that ſtate of 
Life into which it ſhall pleaſe God 
to call me, 

Here you have your Duty in 
alittle room, which you may 
es ſily keep in Memory; bur e- 
ſpecially beg of God to write his 
Laws in your Heart, that you 
may freely and chearfully obey 
them in your Lite and Conver- 
ſation. And for your further 
Aſſiſtance, I ſhall a little enlurge 
upon the chief of theſe Duties, 
eſpecially the Love of God and 


your Neighbour, and ſo con-. 


clude with ſome ſhort and gene- 
ral Directions for the guiding of 
your Steps more readily and con- 
ſtantly in the Ways of Holineſs 
al) the Days of your Lite, 

To love God with all our 
Heart and Soul, is the firſt and 
great Commandment, as our Sa- 
viour himſclf teacheth us, Mat, 
22 37, 38. T his makes us more 
eaſily to obey all the reſt of his 
Commands. For if we truly 


love God, we ſhall be very fear- 
ful 
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ful to offend him, and very care- 
ful to pleaſe bim in all our ways. 
Ard then do we truly love God 
with all our Heart, when we 
!,ve bim more than all other 
things in the World, more than 
Riches, Pleaſures, Honour, 
Friends, or any other Enjoy- 
ments. yea, more than our very 
Lives ; fo that we will part with 
all, rather than loſe the Favour 
of God, in which we account 
our Happineſs chicfly to conſiſt. 
This | rake to be the very El- 
ſence of Religion, and 'ris that 
* Without which our Saviour tells 
us, we cannot be his Diſciples, 
Mat. 10. 37 38 But when once 
we are gut to this bleſſed Tem- 
per, we ſhall find it no very 
hard matter to deny our ſelves, 
and take up our Croſs and follow 
our Lord and Maſter, both in 
well doing and in patient ſuffer- 
ing. 

Wy herefore, let us earneſtly 
beg of God by his holy Spirit co 
work this Love in our Hearts, 

Ds And 
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And to our Prayers let us add ne 
our own diligent endeavours: Þ 7x, 
and eſpecially, let us be much F. 
in thinking of all the Goodneſs hi 
and Loving kindneſs of God, Þ 
maniteſted to us and to all the 
World. Let us conſider what 10 
he has done for us already. both 5 
for Soul and Body, and wnat he l 
has promiſed ro do in the Lite 1 } 
to come. And never let our t 
Hearts be ar reſt, till they are | 
intirely fixed upon the ever. bleſ- 
ſed God as our chiefeſt Good, 
and only ſatisfying Portion. And 
let us earneſtly ſeek his favour 
through our Lord Jeſus, the Me- 
diator, who came into the 
World on purpoſe to bring us 
into a ſtate of friendſhip with 
God, that we might love him, 
and be loved of him, and live 
with him for ever in Love and 
Joy. But always remember that 
Obedience to God, is the only 
ſure Evidence of true faving 
Love. He that loves God, will 
hate and abhor Sin and Wicked- 
ne ſs 


c 
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ne ſs. Let the Son pretend what 
Love and Honour he will to his 
Father, he does not truly love 
him, except he uſe all due Care 
to pleaſe him. 

And if you do thus ſincerely 
love God as your Father, then 
you may always comfortably 
truſt in him, and depend upon 
him, which is another great Du- 
ty, and brings great peace and 
quiet to our minds, Ia. 26. 3, 4. 
Whilſt you live in obedience to 
God's Commands, you have a 
ſure Intereſt in his Promiſes, and 
may ſafely rely upon his good 
Providence for the Performance 
of them. Wherefore whatever 
your wants, your dangers, or 
ſufferings are, do not diſtruſt the 
Providence of God, but wait pa- 
tiently, and do your own Duty, 
and be-aflur'd, God in his good 
time will ſuccour and relieve 
you; he will direct, comfort 
and ſtrengthen you. Let all the 
Experience you have hitherto 
had of bis loving kindneſs, en- 

gage 
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gage you to truſt in him as long 


as you live. And take great care 


that you never murmur nor re- 
pine againſt God under any At- 
flict ion whatever, when you 
meet with the Heavielt Croſſes 
and Diſappointmenrs, or loſe 
your deareſt Relations and 
Friends, ſay with holy Feb, The 
Lord gives, and the Lord takes a- 
way, bleſſed be the Name of the 
Lord, Beſeech God to teach you 
that excellent Leſſon of Conrent- 
ment, in all Eſtates, Phil. 4 11, 
12, 13. Though you may be 
low and poor in this World, yet 
conlider, you have always cauſe 
to be thankful, bur never any 
reaſon to complain. God knows 
what Condition is beſt for us, 
and let us leave it to him to chuſe 
what we {hall have. We thar 
ceſerve nothing but Wrath and 
Miſery, ought to acknowledge 
the great Goodneſs of God, that 
we are on this hide Hell. 1: i5 of 
the Lord's Mercies that we are net 


- wtterly conſamed, and that we do 


enjy 
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enjoy any meaſure of Comfort. 
Think how poor the Lord Jeſus 
was for our ſakes, who had not 
where to lay his Head, and was 
miniſtred to by the Subſtance of 
others; and in the fame mean 
Condition did the Holy: Apoſtles 
live, Your low Condition frecs 
you from a great many Snares 
and Temptations, and from a 
great many Cares and Sorrows 
that rich People meer with. If 
you but truly love God, and 
have a Treaſure in Heaven, you 
are very rich, though you have 
neither Gold nor Silver. Fear 
not, but God will give you and 
yours Food and Rayment, and 
having that let us be content and 
thankful. Yea, let us put the 
very worſt, that we ſhould ſtarve 
ro Death for want of Bread, 
(which not one of a thoufand 
does in times of Peace and Plen- 
ty) yet if our Souls be fi: for 
Heaven, and carried thither, we 
{hall have no cauſe to complain 
of the manner of our Death. I 

have 
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have been a little larger upon 
this for the ſake of poor People, 
who are apt to be diſcontented, 
and to murmur at their Conditi- 
on; tho' alas, they commonly 
bringthemſelves into it, or make 
it much worſe, by their own 
careleſs and looſe Lives, as was 
before mentioned, 

And yet before I proceed to 
the Duty you owe to your 
Neighbour, let me in a few 
words direct you, as to the Wor- 
ſhip of God in Prayers and 
Praiſes, This is a Duty moſt 
{requently enjoined in Scripture, 
and practis'd by all good Men, 
and the very Light of Nature 
may direet us to ir. We have 
daily need of God's Mercy, and 
do daily taſte of ir, and there- 
fore we are taught to pray conti- 
nually, and in every thing to give 
Thanks, To God alone may we 
offer up our Prayers and Praiſes 
in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
he himſelf teacheth us, Mat. 4. 
10, John 16, 23. We muſt nor 


pray. 
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pray to Angels or Saints, nor 
make uſe of them as our Media- 
tors, for this is the peculiar Of- 
fice of Chriſt who died for us, 
and 1s now interceeding at the 
Right Hand of God, 1 Tim. 2, 
5. Heb. 7. 25. Wherefore we 
mean ſinful Creatures, muſt al- 
ways come to God in the Name 
of Chriſt, and for his ſake alone, 
hope for the Favour of God, the 
Pardon of our Sins, the Accept- 
ance of our Perſons and Services, 
and the Salvation of our Souls, 
And our Saviour teacheth us 
to Worſhip God in a pure and 
ſpiritual manner, with our 
Hearts and Souls; becauſe he is 
a Spirit and ſearches the Hearts 
of Men, John 4.24, Wherefore 
by no means may we make any 
Image or Picture of God, nor 
may we give Religious Worſhip 
to an Image, which is directly. 
contrary to the ſecond Com- 
mandment, Neither may we 
frame in our Minds any bodily 
Shape or likeneſs of God when 
We 
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we pray to him, but muſt con- 
ceive of him as a moſt pure and 
glorious Spirit, moſt powerful, 
and wiſe, and good, who fills 
the whole Werld with bis Pre- 
ſence, and is always near to us, 
tho' not to be ſeen with bodily 
Eyes; and hears our Prayers, 
and knows our wants, and is 
both able and willirg to help us. 

Our Saviour hath commanded 
us to pray in private when we 
are alone, Mat. 6, 6. And there 
he taught his Diſciples how to 
pray, ard hath given us that 
moſt excellent Form which we 
call the Lord's Prayer. Our Fa- 
ther which art in Heaven, &c. 
which, by the way, may aflure 
us, that Forms of Prayer are 
very Lawful, and the Lord's 
Prayer may both ſerve as a Pat- 
ern to direct us in all our Pray- 
ers, and alſo is it ſelt moſt fit to 
be uſed and joyned to our other 
Prayers. But it is not proper to 
uſe the B-licf and the Ten Com- 
mandments for Prayers, as the 


Manner 
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manner is of poor ignorant Peo- 
ple; though we ought often to 
think of them and rehearſe them, 
for the quickening of our Faith, 
and the guiding of our Lives. 
Upon all occaſions, in all our 
Troubles and Diſtreſſes, let us 
be much in Prayer to God, and 
ſtill ſeck to him for Mercy and 
Comfort, who is always nigh to 
them that call upon him in 
Truth and Sincerity. Would 
the paor Man ſeek as earneſtly 
to God for relief, as he does to 
his. rich Neighbour, he would 
find it the ſureſt Courſe to have 
his Wants ſupplied. And let us 
alſo frequently be lifting up our 
Hearts ro God in Thankſgiving 
and Praiſe, for all his Mercies 
and Favours which he beſtows 
upon us, Thus may even the 
pooreſt Man have his Mind of- 
ten employed when he is at 
work in his Shop, or inthe Field, 
or when he is walking in the 
Way, or failing on the Seas, 
which would not hinder but — 
ther 
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ther his Labours, and make them 


more eaſie and pleaſant. But be 
ſure to ſet ſome time apart every 
Day tor ſolemn Prayer, 

Very fit it is to begin the Day 
with Prayer to God, as ſoon as 
we riſe out of Bed; Bleſſing his 
Name for our Preſervation and 
quiet Reſt, begging his gracious 
Preſence with us all the Day, 
that we may be kept from all 
Evil, eſpecially from Sin, the 
worlt of all. And at the Evening 
let this be our laſt work before 
we lie down to ſleep, humbly to 
commit our ſelves to God by 
Prayer, Eſal. 92. 1, 2. 

Exceeding uſeful is it for thoſe 
who have Families, to joyn to- 
gether Morning and Evening in 
Prayer to God, and in reading 
ſome part of his Holy Word, for 
which purpoſe there are many 
good Books of Devotion: And 
tho' they have none of them, 
yet they may uſe ſuch of the 
Prayers of the Church as are 
proper for their purpoſe, which 
are 
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are to be found in the Morning 


and Evening Service, and in o- 


ther Places, 
Before you fit down to Meat, 
beg God's Bleſſing upon it, and 
afterwards return Thanks for ir. 
But beſides our Devotions in 
the Family or Cloſet, our great 
Duty is to worſhip God in the 
Publick Aſſemblies of his People, 
which by no means we ought to 
forſake, Heb. 10. 25. Suffer not 
your ſelves therefore by any pre- 
tences whatever to be drawn a- 
way, either by Papiſts or Secta- 
ries, from the publick Worſhip 


Jof God, as it is now by Law 


eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
England. But ſee that you duly 
reſort to your Pariſh-Churches, 
and that not only on Holy Days 
but on the Week Days, when 


vou have Cpportunity and Lei. 


ſure. More eſpecially ſee that 


{ you conſtantly frequent the 
j Church on the Lord's Day, it 


not hindred by Sickneſs, or ſome 


other very great and urgent 
Cauſe, 
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Cauſe. Let not that Excuſe 
keep you from Church, which 
would nor keep you from the 
Marker. Bring as many of your 
Family along with you as can 
poſſibly be ſpared. Come to the 
very beginning of the Service, 
and ſtay quietly to the end of it, 
not running away before the 
Bleſſing, as many careleſs Peo- 
ple rudely do, as if they were 
glad to ger away as from a Pri- 
ſon. Behave your ſ-lves with all 
due Reverence, both of Body 
and Mind, conſidering the Ma- 
jeſty of that God, in whoſe Pre- 


ſence you ſtand, before whom | 
the very Angels veil their Faces. 


Always kneel at your Prayers, it 
there be convenience, or ſtand 
at leaſt, P/alm 95 6. Above all, 
look well to the Temper of your 


Soul, and keep up an awful | 


* Senſe of the great God to whom 
you are praying, and mind well 
what is ſaid, as you go along 
wich the Prayers, and offer up 
your delires to God; otherwiſe, 

though 


Ti 
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though you may ſpeak much 
you do not pray at all. Avoid 
all vain and wandring Thoughts, 
as much as poſlible. When you 
joyn in the confeſſion of Sins, 


I think of your own particular 


Faults, and be deeply humbled 
for them : And be unfeignedly 
thankful for all God's Mercies, 
whilſt you are praiſing his 
Name; and earneſtly long after 
that Grace you pray for. At- 
tend with Care and Reverence 
to God's Word, when it's read 
from the Desk, and alſo to the 
preaching and explaining it from 
the Pulpit; that you may be both 
diligent Hearers, and faithful 
Doers of the Word. Neglect not 
the Church in the Afternoon, 
tho* you ſhould live where there 
is no Sermon. Cat:chifling may 
be as uſeful to you, and this 
ought to be in all Places. And 
beſides that you will hear the 
Holy Scriptures read, and have 


the Bene fit of Publick Prayers. 
When 


— — 
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When you come fromChurch, 
ſpend not the remainder of the Er 
Day in Sports and Idleneſs,uch I it 
leſs in Drinking and Gaming, as || ©* 
roo many do; But if you have | n 
a Family, let ſome time be ſpent th 
with them in Praying, in read- " 
ing God's Word, and ſome good B 
Book; and let Children and Ser- 110 
vants be inſtructed in their Ca- 1 
techiſm. Examine them about | ** 
what they have heard, that ſo it kf 
may make them more attentive; 1 
and do you meditate on the *F 
ſame, that it may ſink into your t. 
Heart, Works of Mercy and 
Neceſſity may be done on the 
Lord's Day; but by no means 
allow your ſelves in any needleſs 
Labour, not in travelling upon 
the Road, or wandring about to 
make idle Viſis. God allows us 
Six Days in the Week for our 
own Employments, let us de- 
vote the Lord's Day to his Ser- 
vice readily and chearfully. 
When the Sacrament of Bap- | 
tiſm is adminiſtred, do you — 
ten 


t. 
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tend to it. Remember your own 
Engagement by having received 
it in your Infancy, and reſolve 
to live anſwerable thereto, Joyn 
in Prayer for God's Bleſſing on 
the Children then received into 
the Church. And when you 
bring your own Children to be 
Baptized, fee that you do molt 
lincerely give them up to God, 
and devote them to his Service, 
with firm Reſolution to bring 
them up in his Fear, it God 
ſpare your Lives and theirs, and 
— pray for his Grace to 
be given into their Souls. And 
thoſe to whom you ſtand as 
Sureties, you ought to do your 
utmoſt towards their good Edu- 
cation in the Knowledge of God 
and Religion, according to the 
Charge given you, eſpecially if 
the Parents dye, or prove negli- 
gent. And pray beware of a ve- 
ry wicked Practice which is 


common in ſome Places, that af- 


ter a Child is Baptized, the 


| Neighbours, that are invited, 


ſpend 
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ſpend the reſt of the Day in Ri- 
ot and Drunkenneſs, forgetting, 
that even now they renounced 
the Luſts of the Fleſh ; thoſe 
who ſtood at the Font, and all 
the reſt, are under the ſame Ob- 
ligarion. 

Whenever you are invited by 
your Miniſter to the Holy Com- 
munion, do not willingly neg- 
le& the Invitation; but come 
with a thankful Heart, to keep 
up the Remembrance of Chrilt's 
Love in dying for Sinners, ac— 
cording to his expreſs Com- 
mand, Luke 22. 19. Take care 
to prepare your ſelves, by true 
Repentance, for all your former 
Sins, and ſtedfaſt purpoſes, by 
God's Grace, throughly to for- 
ſ.ke the ſame. See that you be 


in perfect Charity with all Men, | 


freely forgiving thoſe who have 
ofternded you, and offering Satiſ- 
faction ro thoſe whom you tave 
offended. If after this they will 
not be reconciled, that's not 
your Fault but theirs, and ma 

cre 
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fore may not keep you from the 
Sacrament, Stay not away out 
of a Pretence that you want 
time to prepare your ſelf. For 
a conſtant holy Life, is the beſt 
Preparation. If you are fir far 
Prayers, you are fit for the Com- 
munion, Do not think that the 
Communion is only for Rich 
People, The Souls of the Poor 
are as precious as the Rich, and 
as much concerned in Chriſt's 
Death ; and they have as much 
cauſe to remember it, and ſeek 
after the Benefits of ir. If you 
have not Money to offer at the 
Collection, ſee that you offer up 
your ſelves to God, and that 
will be of more Value. Com- 
plain not that you want Cloaths, 
and therefore you Abſent, both 
from the Church and Commu- 
nion ; but ſee that you come in 
the Wedding Garment required 
in the Goſpel, with hemble, pe- 
tent, thankful Hearts; and 
then you will be welcome 
Gueſts at Chriſt's Table. For 

E your 
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your Direction, if you have no 
Books on this Subject, yet Read 
ſeriouſly the Office for the Com- 
munion in the Common-Prayer, 
and you may find very great Af. 
fiſtance from it. It's very fit alſo 
to conſult with your Miniſter, 
eſpecially the 870 time you re- 
ceive. Aſſure your ſelves, it's 
a very heinous Sin, to live one 
Year after another in the neglect 
of this weighty Duty, and ar- 
gues a very great Contempr of 
our Siviour's Authority, and of 
his Infinite Love and Kindneſs, 

Before I leave ſpeaking of 
your Duty to God, let me be- 
ſe-ch you carefully to abſtain 
from that common heinous Sin 
of Swearing. A moſt ſenſleſs 
piece of Wickedneſs, that brings 
neither ple aſure nor profit along 
with it. When you are called 
before the Magiſtrate in weigh- 
ty Caſes, you may lawfully 
ſwear, H-b. 6. 16, But take 
great Care to ſwear the Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth; for 

other- 


| 
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otherwiſe, you call the true God 
to witneſs a Lye, and do even 
call for his Vengeance upon your 
ſelves. In your ordinary Com- 
munication avoid all manner of 
Swearing, either by the Sacred 
Na me of God, or by any Crea- 
ture, Mat, 5. 34. Jam. F. 12. 
Uſe not ſuch Expreſſions, As 
you hope to be Sav'd, As you hope for 
Mercy ; with other the like, 
which are great Oaths, though 
frequently uſed upon every ſlight 
occaſion. Do not ſo much as 
raſhly and careleſly mention the 
Holy Name of God or Chriſt; 
but ler your inward Reverence 
be manifeſted in your outward 
Expreſſions. 

And to this J may fitly join 
an earneſt Caution againſt the 
fin of Curling, in which the 
Name of God is often diſho- 
nour'd; when Men wiſh rhat 
God's Curſe may light upon o- 
thers, i metimes their very Chil- 
dren and neareſt Relat ens, 
ſometimes on their Neighb »urs, 

E 2 and 
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and ſometimes on their Cattle, 
Some prophane Wretches wiſh 
Damnation tothoſe they Quarrel 
with, yea, even to them(clves, 
And how common 1s it to hear 
Men in their Wrath, wiſh the 
Pex, or Plague, or Hanging to 
their Neighbours, or bidding the 
Devil take them : Indeed they 
themſelves ſeem to be poſſeſs'd 
by him, whilſt they vent this 
Language of Hell; and do take 
the ready way to bring all man- 
ner of Curſes, both on their own 
Soul and Body: Pal. 109. 17, 
18. This wicked Cuſtom pro- 
cetds both from the want of the 
true Fear of God in Mens Hearts, 
and alſo from want of Kinen:ſs 
and Charity to one another ; of 


which I am next to ſpeak a few | 


Words. 

Next to the loving of God a- 
bove all, the loving ot our 
Neighbours as our ſelves, is the 
great Duty of a Chriſtian, as our 


Saviour teaches in that ſame | 


Place, Mat, 22, 39, 40. And 
Love 
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Love is nid to be the fulfiling of 


the Law, Rom. 13. 8, 9, 10. No- 
thing more becomes a Diſciple 
of Jeſus Chriſt, than to live in 
Love and Charity with all Men, 
doing all the good we can to o- 
thers, but doing no manner of 
evil to any. Read 1 Cor. 12, 
This is moſt frequently and 
ſtrictly commanded in the Goſ- 
pel, and made the very Badge 
and Character of a Chriſtian, 
Fob. 13. 34, 35. This makes us 
moſt like to our bleſſed Lord and 
Maſter, who went about continually 
doing Good, buth tothe Souls and 
Bodies of Men, even to the ve- 
ry worſt of Men; and to his 
moſt bitter Enemies, did he 
ſhew great Charity and Kind- 
neſs. And herein let us ſtudy to 
be like him to the utmoſt of our 
Power. 

It we have true Love for all 
Men, we ſhill then caſily and 
readily perform all thoſe Duties 
Which we owe to them in the 


\ ſeveral Places and Relations 


E 3 where- 
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wherein we ſtand, of which I Yan 
muſt not here go about to give m. 
a particular account. But in ge- ¶ fo 
neral, Husbands and Wives in 
ought moſt entirely to love each th 
other, and ſtudy to render one ill ty 
anothers Lives happy here, and i m 
their Souls hereafter. For if. br 
they live in Diſcord and Wrath, |} ſe 
they have an Hell upon Earth th 
whilſt they live, and have rea- Nel 
ſon to expect the eternal Tor- to 
ments of Hell when they dye. 01 
Parents ought to love their Chil- tt 
dren, and take due Care of them 
both as to Soul and Body; and ii ſt 
Children ought to honour and ar 
obey their Parents, and relieve C 
them, if they ſtand in Need: 80 
Maſters muſt be gentle and kind D 
towards their Servants; and k 
a 
v 
7 
d 
a 
k 


Servants muſt be Faithful and 
Obedient to their Maſters, even 
to the froward and ſevere. Sub- 
Jets mult yield Obedience to all | 
the lawful Commands of their 
Rulers, and patiently ſubmit to 
what Puniſhments they inflict; 
an 
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and upon no pretence whatever 
may they rebel againſt them ; 
for it is moſt exprelly forbidden. 
in Scripture, and Damnation 
threatened to thoſe that are guil- 
ty. Rom. 13. 1, 2. And com- 
monly Treaſon. and Rebellion, 
bring nothing but Ruin and Mi- 
ſery in this World, as well as 
the next. The People ought ta 
eſteem and love their Miniſters, 
to follow their godly Admoniti- 
ons and Examples, and afford 
them due Maintenance, 

In brief, we muſt carefully ab- 
ſtain from doing any Injury to 
any Man, of what Rank or 
Condition ſoever, either in his 
Soul or Body, his Eſtate or good 
Name, but muſt be ever read 
to do all manner of Good to all 
Men according. to our Ability 
and Opportunity. And hereby 
we are to ſhew, that we love 
our Neighbours as our ſelves, by 
dealing with all Men fo truly 
and juſtly, ſo mercifully and 
kindly, as we deſire to be dealt 

E 4 with 
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with our ſelves. This is the 
great Rule of the Goſpel, Mas. 
7.12, And by this Rule ought 
we to govern our ſelves in all 
our Carriage towards others, 
both in buying and ſelling, and 
in our whole Converſation, 
This is a very plain and eaſie 
Rule to walk by, and is moſt 
juſt and equal, and very large 
and comprchenſive; ſo that if a 
Man will honeſtly and faichfully 
atrend to ir, he need not go far 
to ſee k for Direction how to be- 
have himſelf in moſt Caſes that 
may happen betwixt him and 
his Neighbour, Would I be re- 
viled and flandered, cheated and 
cozened, beaten and hurt, or a- 
ny other way abus'd? If not, 
then let me not uſe any other at 
this Rate. Would I be deſpiſed 
and derided for my Faults, or 
for my Poverty and Mis fortune? 


Would I not rather in Reaſon 


deſire to be kindly inſtructed, 
aſliſted and relieved? Thus 


then, let me deal with my Neigh- | 


ur, 
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bour, and according to my Pow- 
er, with meekneſs and true kind- 
neſs, inſtruct the Ignor int, re- 


claim the vicious and erroneous, . | 


comfort the fad and relieve the 
Oppreſſed, feed the Hungry, 
and cloath the Naked. Even 
thoſe that are of a mean Condi- 
tion, mult be ready ro help ſuch 
as are in greater want than 
themſelves. The Man that lives 
by his Labour, is not wholly ex- 
cuſed from Works of Charity, 
Epb. 4 28. The Widow's Mite 
is very acceptable to God, and 
a Cup ot cold Water ſhall not 
loſe its Reward A willing cha- 
ritable Mind it is th: t God chief- 
ly looks at, and calls for, and 
this the pooreſt may have it it 
be not their own Fault. 

And our Charity and Kind- 
neſs is not only to be ſhewn to 
our Friends, but to our very E- 
nemies themſelves We may 
nor render Evil for Evil, but 
muſt ſtudy to overcome Evil by 
doing of Good. lt another ſtrikes 

Es us, 
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us, we may not ſtrike again; if 1 
he rail upon us and revile us, [ 
we muſt not return the fame ill F 
Language; but either by ſilence, t 
or by gentle and ſoft Anſwers 0 
endeavour to appeaſe his Wrath. : 
For the Rule is, not to deal with I 
others as they deal with me, but t 
as I in reaſon defire to be dealt | 
with; and another Man's Faulr | 
will not excuſe mine. If he do | 
me an Igjury, I muſt not be | 
judge in my own Cauſe, ner | 
take upon me fo revenge it, but | 
in weighty Caſes may fly to the | 
Magiſtrate for Relief. But up- | 
on no Account whatever may 
wee bear any grudge or hatred in 
| our hearts againſt any Man, 
though never ſo wicked, nor 
never ſo much our Enemy ; but 
we mult pity him, and pray for 
him, that God would give him 
{ A better Mind. If ever we hope 
to find Mercy with God, and 
have our Treſpaſſes forgiven, 
we muſt forgive thoſe thar of- 
fend us, as we learn from the 


Lord's | 
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Lord's Prayer, and many moſt 
plain places of Scripture. See 
Matth, 5. 44. &c. Matth, 18. 21. 
to the end, Rom. 12. 14. to the 
end. We muſt ſhew meekneſs 
and gentleneſs to all Men, and 
never willingly fay or do any 
thing to provoke another to 
Anger; nor ſhould we be eaſily 
provoked, but very eaſily ap- | 
peaſed and reconciled. It's very 
{id to conſider, what wretched 
and miſerable Lives many of the 
poorer fort lead, by their conti- 
nual Brawling and Scolding, 
Qurrelling and Contending one 
with another; and ſometimes 
when they have ſcarce Money 
to buy Bread, they'll throw it 
away in vexatious Law Suits, 
meerly out of Spite and Revenge. 

And the People of this Rank, 
ought eſpecially to beware of 
Envying thoſe that ate in better 
Condition than themſelves. We 
ought to have thattrue Kindneſs 
and gond Will for all Men, that 
we {hould be glad of their Pro- 


ſperity, 
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ſperity, though we our ſelves be B 
in Affliction: As on the other I St 


hand, we ought to have great fr 
Compaſſion for rtiofe in Miſery, B 
though we be in Proſperity. h 


And let ſuch that are in Want, k 
take heed that their Neceſlities tc 
put them upon no unlawfol 7 
Courſe for their Relief. Parti- K 
{ cularly, beware of ſtealing any tr 

thing, tho' of a ſmall Value. By h 
deprees, it's to be feared, you tl 
will go on to greater matters, ſe 
and ſo may bring your ſelves to 
Shame and Puniſhment in this 
World as well as that ro come, 
The beſt way to avoid this, is 
to be very diligent in your law- 
ful Calling, as the Apoſtle di- 
rects in that place before-nam- 
ed, Eph. 4. 28. If you are not 
able to Work, it's lawful to Beg. 
But by no means betake your 
ſelves to this lazy, unprohrable 
Life of Begging, if you are able 
do ſubliſt by any other Lawtul 
{ Courſe. He that will not work 
( when he can, deſerves not to = 
| ur 
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But rather than either Steal or 
Starve, you may ſeck for Relief 
from your Neighbour's Charity. 
But do not go about to deceive 
him, by borrowing what you 
know you are never like to pay; 
for this is down right cheating, 
rather deal plainly, and make 
known your Neceilities. If you 
truſt in God, and do your Duty, 
he will take Care of you : And 
though you may be in Straits 
ſometimes, yet ſtill you will find 
a Supply. And to prevent your 
Poverty, let me «ſpecially warn 
you againſt that common brutiſh 
Sin of Drunkenneſs, which 
brings both this and many other 
Miſchiefs along with it, as I have 
before told you. Indeed it hin- 
ders every thing that's good, and 
leads Men into all manner both 
of Sin and Mifery, This Vice 
it is that makes more Beggars 
than any other cauſe, Where- 
fore, if you have any Regard to 
your Families, and Love to Soul 


or Body, avoid all Riot and Ex- 
ceſs. 
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ceſs, Eat and Drink moderate- 
ly, as may tend to keep you beſt 
in Health, and make vou moſt 
fit for the Service of God, and 
your own Calling. 

And laſtly, Beware of that fil- 
thy Sin of Whoredom, which 
very often goes along with 
Drunkennefs, and as often brings 
the Curſe of God. both upon 
Mens Bodics and Eſtates. And 
to kc ep you innocent, avoid [- 
dleneſs as well as Intemperance. 
And fly from all lewd and wic- 
ked Company, where you are in 
Danger of being enticed and en- 
ſnared ; and do not fo much as 
allow your ſelves in any unclean 
Thoughts or Deſires, nor in fil- 


thy Diſcourſes, or in any wan- 


ton Carriage and Behaviour. For 
the preventing of all Wickedneſs 
in this kind, God hath allowed 
Marriage, which is ſaid to be 
Honourable in all, but Mhore- 
mongers and Adulterer God will 
'udge. Heb. 13 4. Wherefore 
et them who are in that State 


keep 
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keep ſtrictly true to their Mar- 
riage Vow: And all both mar- 
ried and ſingle, preſerve both 
Body and Soul ſo chaſte and 
pure, that the Holy Spirit of 
God may now dwell in their 
Hearts, and they may be fir to 
dwell for ever in the Preſence of 
the moſt Holy God, 

And thus J have briefly given 
you an Account wherein conſiſts 
that Holineſs of Life, to which 
all Chriſtians are obliged by the 
Precepts of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and by their Baptiſmal Vow, 
which binds them to keep his 
Precepts, and to follow his Ex- 
ample, who himſelf lived in the 
ſame holy Manner that he 
taught, and hath commanded 
thoſe that ſay they abide in him to 
walk as be walked, 1 John 2. 6, 
The ſum of all you have in few 
words, which the Goſpel teaches, 
even that we ſhould deny VUngodls- 
neſi and Worldly Luſts, and live 
Soberly, Righteouſly and Piouſly in 
the Warld, Tit. 2. 11, 1%. 

And 


. 


And now let me again beſeech 
you ſeriouſly to conſi er whether 
it has been your care to live ſuch 
holy and good lives, yea or no, 
And wherein ſoever your Con- 
ſcience doth accuſe you, that vou 
have neglected the Duties God 


hath commanded, or committed 


thoſe Sins which he hath for bid- 
den, do you humbly acknow- 
ledge and confeſs the me to 
Almighty God, with true God- 
ly Sorrow for the ſame, earn ſtly 
begging Mercy and Pardon for 
Chriſt's ſike, who died on the 
Croſs for Sinners, and through 
whom all thar confeſs and for- 
ſake their Sins ſhall find Mercy. 
Wherefore do you hence-for- 
ward reſolve by his Grace that 
you will forſake your Sins, and 
amend your Lives, and make it 
your chief buſineſs to keep Con- 
ſciences void of Off-nce towards 
God and Man, not allowing 
your ſelves in any known Sin, 
nor in the wilful negle& of any 
known Duty. Do not object a- 
gainſt 


| 
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gainſt this, and ſay that it is im- 

poſſible to lead ſuch an Holy 
Life. For thouſands in the 
World of all Ranks and Condi- 


tions, have done it in all Ages, 


by the Afliſt:nce of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if 
you ſeck ir earneſtly, and im- 
prove it diligently. And though 
there may at firſt be ſome Diffi- 
culty, in leaving an ill Courſe, 
yet by degrees it will grow eaſie, 
and you will then find nothing 
ſo ſweet and pleaſant as Religion 
and Vertue. 

And do not, I beſeech you, 
fancy that it is not for poor Peo- 
ple to think of being ſo Religi- 
ous and Godly; that this is only 
for the Rich, who have little 
elſe to do. Why, will not you 
that are Poor have as much Care 
of your own Souls as the Rich, 
and ſtudy to be happy as well as 
they. By this means you will 
be even with them, yea much 
happier than they, even in this 
Lite, except they be good as well 

as 


And now let me again beſeech 
you ſeriouſly to conſiſer whether 
it has been your care to live ſuch 
holy and good lives, yea or no. 
And wherein ſoever your Con- 
ſcience doth accuſe you, that vou 
have neglected the Duties Gd 


hath commanded, or committed 


thoſe Sins which he hath for bid- 
den, do you humbly acknow- 
ledge and confeſs the me to 
Almighty God, with true God- 
ly Sorrow for the ſame, earn ſtly 
begging Mercy and Pardon for 
Chriſt's ſake, who died on the 
Croſs for Sinners, and through 
whom all thar confeſs and for- 
ſake their Sins ſhall find Mercy. 
Wherefore do you hence-for- 
ward reſolve by his Grace that 
you will forſake your Sins, and 
amend your Lives, and make it 
your chief buſineſs to keep Con- 
ſciences void of Off-nce towards 
God and Man, not allowing 
your ſelves in any known Sin, 
nor in the wilful negle& of any 
known Duty. Do not object a- 
gainſt 


112 The Chriſtian Monitor. | 


T 


r 
1 
\ 
I 
|. 


The Chriſtian Monitor. 1 x 


gainſt this, and ſiy that it is im- 
poſſible to lead ſuch an Holy 
Life. For thouſands in the 
World of all Ranks and Condi- 


tions, have done ir in all Ages, 


by the Aſliſtunce of God's Grace, 
which you ſhall never want, if 
you ſeck ir earneſtly, and im- 
prove it diligently. And though 
there may at firſt be ſome Diffi- 
culty, in leaving an ill Courſe, 
yet by degrees it will grow eaſie, 
and you will then find nothing 
ſo ſweet and pleaſant as Religion 
and Vertue. 

And do not, I beſeech you, 
fancy that it is not for poor Peoe- 
ple to think of being ſo Religi- 
ous and Godly; that this is only 
for the Rich, who have little 
elſe to do. Why, will not you 
that are Poor have as much Care 
of your own Souls as the Rich, 
and ſtudy to be happy as well as 
they. By this means you will 


| be even with them, yea much 


happier than they, even in this 


Lite, except they be good as well 
as 
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as great. What is there in all I 
have ſaid, but even the poorelt 
may perform, if they have but 
a willing Mind ? May you not 
love God and your Neighbour, 
be ſober and chaſte, meek and 
humble, pray to God, and praiſe 
his Name, &c. Nay, is not this 
the much better way to keep you 
from Proverty, or to help you 
out of it? ls it not much cheaper 
to live ſoberly and honeſtly, 
than to live in Drunkenneſs and 
Whoredom, and ſuch like waſt- 
ful Sins? Does ir not coſt you 
much more to go to Law for Re- 
venge, than to forgive an Inju- 
ry? One Vice coſts more the 
maintaining than ten Vertues. 
And I am confident, more Fa- 
milies are brought to Poverty by 
gratifying their Luſts, than by 
providing for their Children, 
how many ſoever they be. Is it 
not, think you, much better for 
your ſelves and Families, to 
ſpend the Lord's Day in God's 
Service, both in publick and 
private, 


Ti 
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private, than to waſt your Time 
and Money at the Alehouſe? 
Daily Experience ſhews, that it 
is not Religion, but the want of 
it, that makes Men Poor and 
Miſerable. Beſides, that ſuch 
good People have God's Bleſſing 
and Favours, as I have already 
ſhew'd ; and therefore he'll be 
ſure to take care of them an 
theirs. : 
And pray do not think that 
you ſhall be ſaved meerly becauſe 
you are poor ; For if you be 
wicked and ungodly, you will 
certainly be miſerable in the 
next World as well as this. La- 
zarus was not ſaved becauſe he 
was poor, but becauſe he was a 
Pious Good Man. And on the - 
other hand, Dives was not dam- 
ned for being rich, but becauſe 
he was Luxurious and Proud, 
and wholly given up to pamper 
and adorn his Carcaſe, 
Let me further warn you a- 
gainſt two or three dangerous 
Miſtakes, 
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Miſtakes, that harden many Men 

in their Sins, Beware of think. m 
ing that it's enough for a Man to I 41 
beBaptized, and keephis Church, at 
and go to Prayers and Sermons, O. 
and ſometimes to the Communi- i; 
on, and ſay his Prayers in pri- fn 
vate, that this is enough to prove || th. 
him a good © hriſtiah, and make A; 
ſure of Salvation. All this is ve- f| F. 
ry good, but this will not ſerve Jan 
turn, except our Hearts be fo I h. 
throughly ſanctified by the Grace G 
of God, that we do truly love ca 
God above all, and ſet our Ine 
H arts on the Joys of Heaven, || 
and love our N«ighbours, and || ,..; 
be true and juſt in all our Deal- | 6 
ings, temperate and chaſte in our I th 
Converſation, as is before de- } 
ſcribed. And this is the great bu 
end of Prayers, Sermons and S1- Ce 
craments. to make us more and | hu 
more holy in Heart and Life, | pr 
without which we ſhall be rather an 
worſe than better for them, Mat. 
7. 21, 22, 23» = thi 

Be it 
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Be not ſo weak as to think you 
may be ſaved by a good Belief 
alone, by your Faith in Chriſt; 
and truſting in God, without 
Obedience to his Commands. It 
is for Chriſt's ſ ke only you are 
ſaved, but he will ſave none but 
thoſe who obey him, Heb. 5. 9. 
And that only is true ſaving 
Faith, which purifies the H-arr, 
and produces Obedience, as you 
have heard before. And fince 
God has plainly told us, that we 
cannot be faved without Holi- 
neſs, if we take up a fool'ſh 
Confidence that we may be ſav'd 
without it, this is not truſting in 
God, but our own Fancics and 
the Devil's Deluſions. Me may 
ſafely truſt in God's Promitlcs, 
but then let us ſee to perform the 
Conditions, and become ſuch an 
humble holy People, as he has 


# promiſed for Chrilt's ſake to own 


and ſave. 


Take heed alſo of miſtakin 


the Nature of Repentance, as i 


it were only being a little ſorry 
for 
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for our Sins, and crying to God 
for Mercy, and then all will be 
well, tho' we go on ſtill in our 
old ways. Bur this is a moſt 
dangerous Miſtake ; for a Man 
never truly repents till he for- 
ſakes his Sin, and changes his 
Courſe, When the Druikard 
becomes ſober, and the prophane 
Min a devout Worſhipper of 
God, and ſo continues. True 
Repentance changes the Heart 
and Life of a Sinner. 

And laſtly, do not think it e- 
nough to forſake ſome Sins and 
keep others; to do ſome good 
Duties and neglect others, and 
then excuſe your ſelves by ſay- 
ing it is your Failinz, Every Man 
has hs Failing, and thu n mine, 


So ſays the Drunkard and the 


Whoremorger, and fo fays the 


angry Min when he ſwears or 
curſ-s, or gives bad Language. 
But ſuch Sins as are committed 


againſt Knowledge ans Conſci- | 


to time, when We have leiſure to 
think 


| 
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think before- hard, and prevent 
them, theſe are to be reckoned 
as wilful Sins, not as Failings. 
Eſpecially ſuch groſs Sins as 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, com- 
mon Swearing or Lying, and the 
like, are not to be reckoned as 
Failings. Indeed whatever Sin 
a Man loves and pleads for, and 
allows himſelf in, is not a mere 
Infirmity, but a wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion. A good Man hates all 
Sin as he does Sickneſs, ard 
ſtrives and watches, and prays a- 
gainſt it. He hates every falſe 
Way, and has a reſpect to all 
God's Commands. A true Chri- 
ſtian muſt be an intirely good 
Man all of a piece. A great mat- 
ter I find it is with many People, 
that they do wrong to no Body, 
nor have any Malice in their 
Hearts, and therefore they think 


' themſelves” in good Condrion 


God-ward. Bur tho' this is one 
good Part of our Duty, yet it is 


but a Part. We mult alſo ſee 
that 


— — —— — — 
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that we do not wrong Almighty 
God and our own Souls, by ſet- 
ting our Hearts chiefly on this 
World, by neglecting his Wor- 
ſhip and Service, by living in 
Exce ſs or Uncleanneſs, or any 
other known Sin. We muſt be 
both pious toward God, loyal to 
our Prince, juſt and charitable 
to our Neighbour, humble and 
ſober, every way holy and good, 
if we will approve our ſelves to 
be Chriſtians indeed. He that 
wilfully oftends in one Point and 
allows himſelf therein, is guilty 
in effect of breaking the whole 
Law: For he deſpiſes God's Au- 
thority; and if he meets with 
the fame Temptation, will com- 
mit any other Sin. And as is 
commonly and truly ſaid in this 
Caſe, one Stab, tho' but with a 
Pen-knife, may wound a Man 


as mortally as twenty Thruſts: 


with a Sword; ſo one Sin loved 
and delighted in, may damn a 
Man's Soul as well as a thouſand, 
Fames 2. 10. 

Having 
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Having thus endeavoured 
briefly to remove your Obj cti- 
ons and Miſtakes, I donow again 
in thelaſt place, come to enforce 
my Exhortation that you would 
ſeriouſly and ſtedfaſtly refolve to 
caſt away every Sin, and moſt 
entirely devote your ſelves to the 
leading ſuch a godly, righteous 
and ſober Life, as you are bound 
to by your Chriſtian Baptiſm, If 
you are in Diſpute with your 
ſelves whether you ſhould re ſolve 
upon it, pray look over the Ar- 
guments before laid down, and 
ponder them in your Mind; and 
then certainly you cannot but 
own, that I perſuade you to no- 
thing but what is very juſt and 
reaſonable, and cvery way for 
your greateſt Good: And if you 
are Convinced of this, then pro- 
ceed forthwith to this pious Re- 


ſolution, without trifling or de- 


laying. The ſooner you do it, 
the ſafer it is: and the better for 
you. Do not go on in Sin at 
preſent, on a Pretence. that 


you'll 


— — 
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you'll . hereafter, when 
you are older, or when you come y 
to be ſick and ro die. Do not put rt 
off the great Buſineſs of Life to | n 
the End of your Days, when you tl 
are not ſure of Time or Strength, 
or of God's Afliſtance, or Ac- ye 
ceptance of you. Do not plead ty 
the Example of the Thief upon | i 
the Croſs : For his Caſe was no- 1 
thing like yours, that have long | tit 
enj y'd the Offers of Grace and || uf 
Mercy, if now from this preſent Se 
Time you will heartily and ſin-I ci 
cerely return to God, you have th 
no reaſon to deſpair of his Mer- | w 
cies, how miny and great ſoever m 
your Sins have been: Bur if you ye 
ſtill perſiſt in Sin. pre ſuming up- | gu 
on God's Mercy hereafter, you L. 
have juſt Cauſe to fear, thut this hi. 
bold Preſumption, and horrid I 
Abuſe of God's Grace, may end yo 
in your Eternal Ruin and Dam- L. 
nat ion. 158 to 
But if you are willing naw I ſu 
ſpcedily to enter upon this Re- to 
tolution and Purpoſe, then let 
me 


ment, alter you have mad 
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me in a few Words farther direct 
you by what means you may 
render it firm and laſting, and 
may be beſt enabled to perform 
the ſame. 

I. And firſt, I would adviſe 
you to take the next Opportuni- 
ty to confirm this holy Re ſolu- 
tion, at the Table of the Lord. 
There ſolemnly renew your Bap- 
tiſmal Vow, Dedicate and give 
up your ſelf to God the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt ; renoun- 
cing the Devil, the World and 
the Fleſh, and all thoſe wicked 
ways they would draw you to, 
more eſp=cially thoſe Sins which 
you have been formerly moſt 
guilry of. Henceforth let the 
Lord je ſus that bought you with 
his Bl»-d, be taken for your on- 
ly Lord and Miſter, to govern 


you by his Spirit, and by his 


Laws, as ever you deſire and hope 


4 to be ſaved by his Death and Re- 
ſurrection. And uſe frequently 


to think of this folema E, age- 
1027 


F2 That 
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That it may have due Force up- 
on you, when you are tempted to 
revolt to any wicked Practice. 
Often repeat the ſame berwixt 
God and your own Soul; and e- 
ſpecially renew it by fre 2 
Attendance on the Holy Com- 
munion, there ſeeking for Grace 
and Strength from G d, to w lx 
in his Holy Ways ſtedfaſtly and 
conſtantly. 

II. But that brings me to a ſe- 
cond Direction, That youſhould 
not refolve upon. all this, in a 
confidence of your own Strength. 
bur in a moſt humbledependance 
on the Grace ot God, which he 
is ever Willing to beſtow on ſuch 
as ſeck it earneſtly in the way he 
has appointed, by a due Atten- 
dance on the Means of Grace,the 
Word, Prayer and Sacraments. 
Wherefore as you have Oppor- | 
tunity, attend carefully ro the 
reading and hearing of his Word, | 
and bide it in your Heart, that you | 
may net ſin againſt bim, And be 
very much in Prayer to God we 

is 
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his Holy Spi- it, to be given you 
thro' his Son Jeſus. who will 
powerfully interceed for you,and 
make good his Promiſes to hum- 
ble and devout Supplicants, Luk. 
11. 13. Fobn 16 23. 24 When- 
ever you are in danger, and are 
aſſaulted by any Temptation to 
Sin, or are backward to what is 
good, then eſpecially pray fer- 
vently for quickening and ſtreng- 
thening Grace, and your Pray- 
ers ſhall nor be in vain. 

IH. To your Prayers add con- 
ſtant Watchfulneſs over your ſelf 
at all Times, and in all Places 
and Companies. Watch over 
your Thoughts themſelves, and 
over your Words and Actions. 
Satan is ever watching to deceive 
us, and there are many ſnares and 
dangers in all our ways, and we 
have corrupt Natures, and trea- 


* Cherous Hearts, and therefore 


had need to be very watchful, to 
avoid all Occaſions of Sin, as 
much as poſſible, and to ſuppreſs 
the very firſt Beginnings. Think 

F 3 betore 
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belore- band what Temptations 
you are like ro meet with, and 
ortifie your ſelf againſt what you 
cannot ſhun, Do not wilfully 
run into danger ; eſpecially be- 
ware of bad Company,by which 
many are drawn back to their 
former Looſeneſs. Be not led a- 
way by their Counſel or Exam- 
ple, nor be diſcourag'd by their 
Jeers and Cenſures. Uſe often to 
look back upon your Actions; 


and if you have been drawn in- 


to any wilful Sin, do not make 
a light matter of ir, nor yet de- 
ſpair of pardon, it you be truly 
penitent. Wherefore, ſpeedily 
and earneſtly berake your ſelf to 
God by true Repentance, beg- 
ging Mercy for Chriſt's ſake, 
and more Grace to ſtrengthen and 
aſliſt you. Renew your Purpo- 
ſes for Amendment of Life, and 


ſer your Watch more ſtrictly for 


the future. 

IV. To quicken and engage 
you to this Watchfulneſs, re- 
member, that Almighty God is 
Sever 


rr 
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ever preſent with you, and ob- | 
ſerves all your Ways, and takes 
great delight in your Piety and | 
Holineſs, but is of purer Eyes 
than to behold the leaſt Iniquity | 
with any Pleaſure. Wherefore } 
always walk as in the Prefence | 
of this Holy: God, whether you 
are alone or in Company. 

V. Think often, how near 
you ſtand to another World, and 
what an account you muſt give 
to God, of all your Deeds done 
in the Body; and fo live nowg 
as will be moſt for your Comforr 
at Death and Judgment. When 
the Profits and Pleaſures of Sin 
entice you, compare them with 
the eternal Joys which they will 
deprive you of, and with the e- 
ternal Torments they lead to. 
Think whether ever any Man 
by {inning againſt God, did gain 


ſome what that is better thanHea- 


ven, or that is worth going to 
Hell for. Let Eternity be very 
much in your Thoughts, and the 


F 4 will 
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| | ſelf to the holy Com munion; or 
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will bave little Eſteem with you. 
Often ponder theſe weighty 
words of our B fled Saviour, 
What will it profit a Min to gain 
the whole World, and loſe bis own 
Soul? Or what fhall a Man give in 
— for bis Soul? Mark 8. 
7. | 
e Ly, inſtead of more Dire- 
ction, let me adviſe you to ac- 
quaint your ſelf with your Mi- 
niſter, and conſult him in the 
great concernment of your Soul, 
2s Men are wont to do the Law- 
yet and the Phy ſician. in matters 
that concern their Bodies and E- 
Rates, Do not think it enough 
to hear his Sermons in publick, 
but take Advice from him in pri- 
vate, and open to him the State 
and Caſe of your Soul fo far as 
may enable him to give ſuch Di- 
rections, as are molt proper to 
your Condition, This eſpecially 
you ought to do, when you firſt 
make Entrance upon an holy 
Lite, and do firſt addreſs your 


when 
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when you are under any great 
Doubts and Trouble of Mind, 
and are vexed with ſore Temp- 
ratipns either of one fort or o- 
ther; or when you are ſet upon 
by ſuch that would draw you a- 
way from our Church, either to 
Popery, or to any other Sect a- 
monglit us. Then preſently be- 
take your ſelf ro your Miniſter : 
And in theſe or the like Caſes 
take Direction from him, and be 
ſureto follow his wholſomCoun- 
fel, and de fire his Prayers to God 
for you I know in large Pariſh- 
es, Miniſters are not able to have 
a particular knowledge of every 
Perſon ; but yet all that know 
the worth of Souls and the Price 
that was paid for them, will be 
ready to give Attendance to the 
meaneſt of their People, that 
ſhall apply themſelves to them 


for Advice and Comfort, and 


will be glad of all Opportunities 
to promote the Honour and In- 
tereſt of their Saviour, and the 

F 7 Good 
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Good of precious Souls commit- I m 
ted to their Care. W 

And thus have I, as plainly and I ar 
as fully as I well could in fo lit- | G 
tle Room, directed you in that I be 
holy Way which leads to eternal tl. 
Glory; and have ſhewn you ot 
what great Reaſon you have to be 
walk in that Way, and to con- th 
tinue therein to the end. As to yy 
thoſe who defire larger Directi- Þ of 
ons, next to the Holy Scripture I py 
(which I beſeech you to read fre-  w 
quently with Humility and Se- G 
riouſneſs, eſpecially the New | C 
Teſtament) Next tothem, I ſhall B. 
refer you only to that pious and I P 
moſt uſeful Book, The hole Du- ar 
ty of Man. And I heartily wiſh | 
that every poor Family in the if fo 
Kingdom was furniſhedwith one | 
of thoſe Books, together with a bl 
Bible and Common Prayer Book, bl 
which might all be purchaſed - N 
for much leſs than Five Shillings; N 
and therefore it's great Pity they | 
ſhould be any where wanting. 
Tho' alas, I know, there are I 
many 


* 
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many Families of poor People, 
where none of them can read, 
and ſo Books to them are uſeleſs. 
Great Charity therefore it would 
be for rich Landlords and Gen- 
tlemen, to ſee that the Children 
of their poor Tenants and Neigh- 
bours be put out to School; and - 
then to beſtow, at leaſt, Bibles 
upon them, that the Knowledge 
- God and Religion may be 
promoted amongſtthem; which 
would make greatly for the 
Good and Welfare both of 
Church and State. For tho? 
Brain-ſick Opinions and falſe 
Principles may mike Men Proud 
and Head-ſtrong, and trouble- 


S ſome to their Governours, yet 


ſolid Knowledge, and fincere 


3 Godlinefs, will make Men hum- 
ble and meek, quiet and peacea- 


ble, obedient to Magiſtrates and 


8 Miniſters, full of Charity to their 
| Neighbours, and ready to every 
good Work. And 1 am fure an 


Increaſe of this truly religious 


re | Temper, would be one of the 


greateſt 
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greateſt Bleſhngs that can be be- 
ſtowed upon this Earth, and 
would ſettle Kingdoms, Lowns 
and Families, in Peace and Con- 
cord, which almoſt every where 
are divided amongſt them ſelves, 
as well as againſt one another: 
And by ſuch ble{ſ-d effects of 
true Religion, ſomething of Hca- 
ven would be brought down up- 
on Earth, and our Souls would 
be well fitted for Heaven, when 
we arecalled oft from this Earth, 
into thoſe happy Regions above, 
where there is nothing elſe but 
Peace and Holineſs, and Love 
and Joy, And may it pleaſe God 
to bleſs theſe plain and ſhort In- 
ſtructions for the enlightening of 
any Mind with that Viſdom from 
above, which is thus pure and 
peaceable, then ſhall I obtain my 
Deſign, and have great cauſe to 


be thankful. And that the Rea- 


der may joyn wich me in theſe 
Wiſhes, I have annexed hereto 
a Prayer for Grace to lead an 


add 


Holy Life. And it he will but 
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add diligent Endeavours to fre- 
quent and fervent Prayers, nei- 
ther his Labour nor mine will 
be in vain, through the Grace 
and Bleſſing of Almighty God, 
from whom comes every good 
and perfect Gift, to whom be 
given all Honour and Glory, 
both now and for ever. Amen, 


A — —_—_ — = 
> » 


A Grace before Meat. 
0 Lord, we beſeech thee forgive u 


all our Sins, and bleſs uw and 
theſe thy good Creatures for our uſe; 
and help us to love and ſerve thee, 
the Givzr of all Gord, for Feſw 
Cbriſt his ſake. Amen. 


A Grace after Mear, 


Oui, make w truly thankful 

for theſe and all other thy Mer- 
cies, and as we are maintained by 
thy Bounty, belp us to live to thy 
Honour and Glory, for Feſus Chriſt 
bis ſake. Amen. - 


— 
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A Prayer coming into Church. 


PRevent us, O Lord, in all our 
Doings with thy Grace; and 
rant that our coming together at 
this time may be for the better and 
not for the worſe, for Feſus Chrift 
bis ſake. 


After Sermon. 


(GR, T beſeech thee, Almighty 
God, that the Words which 1 
have heard this Day, with my out- 
ward Ears, may through thy Grace 
be fo grafted inwardly in my Heart, 
that they may bring forth in me the 
Fruit of Good Living, to the Ho- 
nour and Praiſe of thy "Name, 
through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 


N 


n 
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God's Grace. in Order to the 
leading an Holy Life. 


Note, This Prayer may be likewiſe 
uſed in the Family, Morning and 
Evening, adding we inſtead of 
I, our inſte ad of my, and us 
inſtead of me, 

Oo Moſt Holy and ever bleſſed 

Lord God, [ do humbly caſt 
down my ſelf before thee, ac- 
knowledging and lamenting my 
own Sinfulneſs, and earneſtly 
begging thy Grace and Mercy 
through the Lord Jeſus, our. only 

Mediator and Advocate. I con- 

feſs, O God, I am a vile Sinner, 

polluted from the very Womb; 
but ſince I came to the uſe of my 

Reaſon, I have defiled my felt 

with many wilful and hainous 

Tranſgreiſions, I have ſadly neg- 

lected thy Service, and diſho- 

nour'd thy Name, and have been 
greatly wanting in thoſe Duties 
which I owe to thee my God, to 
my Neighbour, and to my own 
Soul; and have not lived in ſuch 


a Godly, Righteous, Charitable 
and 
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and Sober Manner, as I ought to 
have done: But have often acted 
contrary to my own Reaſon and 
Conſcience, and to the plain 
Precepts of thy Word; and con- 
trary to my own Promiſes and 
Vows for better Obedience. O 
Lord, give me a clear Sight of 
my Sins, and ſuch a deep Senſe 
of the Evil of my Ways, that my 
Heart may be truly humbled, 
and broken m the Remembrance 
thereof. And for the Lord Jeſus's 
ſake, who dicd for Sinners, be 
merciful to me, O Father of 
Mercies, Pardon all my Iniqui- 
ries, and ler them not be remem- 
bred againſt me to my Condem- 
nation, either in this World or 
that to come. Nor is it only Par- 
don that I beg, but moſt earneſtly 
I beſeech thee by thy Holy Spi- 
rit, to ſincti fie me both in Body 
and Soul, that being made Pure 
and Holy in Heart and Life, I 
may ſerve thee diligently all my 
Deys on Earth, and ſo may en- 
3J2y thee for ever in Heaven. 


am 


* 
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am fully convinced, that it is 
both my Duty and Happineſs to 


fear and ſerve thce, the great and 


glorivus God, who haſt made 
me and redeemed me, and hi- 
ther'o graciouſly preſerved me. 
I acknowledge thy Service to be 
perfect Freedom, and all thy 
Laws to be Holv, Juſt and Good. 
Wher fore I defire utterly to re- 
nounce and forfake every evil 
Way, and molt intir-ly devote 
my ſelf to ſerve and pleaſe thee 
in Newneſs of Life. But thou, 
O Lord, knoweſt the W eakneſs 
and Corruption of my Nature, 
and how by evil Cuſtoms I have 
made my ſelf more prone to Sin, 
more backward to that which is 
good, O do thou throughly 
change my Nature by thy Grace, 
that | may hate and abhor all 
Wickedneſs, and take delight in 
the Ways of Piety and Holineſs. 
Let no unmortified Luſt remain 
in my Soul; but do thou puriſie 
and cleanſe me from Pride and 
Covetouſneſs, from Envy and 

Malice, 
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Malice, and from all impure and 
ſenſual AﬀeRions and Deſires, 
and enrich me wich all the Gra- 
ces of thy Holy Spirit. Give me 
ſuch a clear Knowledge of thy 
infinite Goodneſs, and of all thy 
glorions Perfections, that I may 
ever humbly admire and adore 
thee, and love thee with all my 
Heart and Soul, and cleave to 
thee as my only Portion, prefer- 
ring thy Favour before all the 
Enjoyments of this World. Help 
me always firmly to truſt in chee, 
and freely to leave all my Affairs 
to thy Wiſe and Gracious Provi- 
dence, abſolutely reſigning my 
Will to thy Holy Will in all 
things. Make me truly thank- 
ful for all thy Mercies, and pa- 
tient under Afflictions. By thy 
teaching let me learn to be con- 
tent in allEſtates and Conditions. 


And, good God, ſuffer me not 


in the greateſt Difficulties and 
Dangers to diſtruſt thy Mercies, 
or take any unlawful Courſe for 
my Relief. I beg from thee my 


daily 


* 
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daily Bread, and beſeech thee to 
give me an Heart well ſatisfied 
with what thou ſeeſt moſt con- 
venient for me. Give me ſuch a 
Spirit of Piety and Devot ion, 
that I may take great Delight in 
thy Worſhip and Service, both 
in Publick and Private. Fill me 
with ſuch Love to my Bleſſed 
Saviour, and with ſuch Thank- 
fulneſs for his Love in dying for 


Sinners, that I may go with more 


Delight to the Holy Communion 
for the good of my Soul, than to 
the Richeſt Feaſt that is made 
for my Body. 

Help me, O God, to ſhew my 
Love to thy bleſſed Self, by rrue 
Love and Charity to my Neigh- 
bours. Make me tractable and 
obedient to my Governours, 
both in Church and State, peace- 
able and gentle rowards all Men, 
dealing with them ſo juſtly and 
truly, as I my ſelf defire to be 
dealt with. Make me tender and 
compaſſionate. and ready to do 
all the good I can to others; =_ 

et 
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let thy Grace enable me freely 
to forgive thoſe that do evil to 
me, as I my ſelf hope for Merey 
and Forgiveneſs from thee, my 
God. And help me always to 
live ſoberly and temperately, 
purely and chaſtly in Heart and 
Lite; and with great Meekneſs 
and Humility, in the ſenſe of mp 
own Unworthineſs and manifold 
Imperfections. 

O Lord. grant that my Heart 
may be filled with earneſt Long- 
ings and Deſires after thoſe Gra- 
ces, which now with my Lips I 
pray For ; and help me to ſhew 
my ſincerity by diligent Endea- 
vours, daily to grow inall Grace 
and Goodneſs, and ro perfect 
Holineſs in thy Fear. Make me 
watchful over my ſelf in all my 
Ways, that I may carefully avoid 
all Occaſions of Sin, and may 
check the firſt Motions therero 
in my own Heart. Keep me al- 
ways deeply ſenſible of thy Pre- 
ſence, that I may walk humbly 
with thee my God, and approve 
my 


APRA - 
my ſelf to thee in well doing, 
Wean my Heart from all things 
here below, and prepare-me for 
my Departure hence into a bet- 
ter World. Help me always to 
live in ſuch a Religious and Ho- 
ly Manner as will be moſt for 
my Comfort at Death and Judg- 
ment. Strengthen my Beliet of 
the precious Promiſes, and 
dreadful Threatnings of the Go- 
- | ſpel. And let this Belief rule and 
I govern me in my whole Con ver- 
I ſation. O that I may never be 
guilty of ſo much Folly and 
Madneſs, as to loſe the eternal 
| and unſpeakable Joysof Heaven, 
and throw my ſelf into the eter- 
nal Torments of Hell, for any of 
theProfits or Pleaſures of Sin that 
are but for a Moment. Do thou, 
O Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, e- 
ver keep upon my Min ſuch a 
| freſh and lively ſenſe of the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of Religion, and ot 
the Miſchief and Folly of all Sin 
and Wickedneſs, that no Temp- 
tations of Stan, no n 
0 
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of the World or the Fleſh, may 


hinder me from my Duty, nor 
draw me into any known Sin; 
but do thou ever ſtrengthen and 
aſſiſt my by thy Grace, and guide 


me by thy Counſel, tillthou ſhalt * 


bring me co thy ſelf in Glory. 
Neither do I pray for my ſelf 
alone, but for all Mankind, be- 
ſeeching thee to ſend the Light 
of thy Goſpel into all the dark 
Corners of the Earth; and grant 
that they who do enjoy it may 
walk in all holy obedience there- 
to. Be merciful to theſe King- 
doms, pardon our Sins, and re- 
form us from them. Heal all our 
Diviſions; continue our Mercies, 
and make us truly thankful for 
them. Bleſs his Majeſty King 
George, and all the Royal Family, 
and all thoſe that are in Autho- 


rity under Him; and grant tous 
and all His Subjects, Grace to 


lead quiet and peaceable Lives in 
all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Bleſs 
the Miniſters of thy Holy Word 
and Sacraments, and make them 


very 
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very Diligent, and very Succeſsful 
in their Endeavours : Help us to 
bring ſuch Fruit from the Bleſhngs 
we enjoy, that thy Goſpel; and the 
Ordinances thereof maybe continu- 
ed to us, and to the Generation after 
us Shew Mercy to all that are af. 
lifted, whether in Soul or Body, 
andpreſerve thoſethat travelon their 
lawfulOccaſions,by Land or by Sea. 
Bleſs all my Friends and Relations, 
particularly all that belong to this 
Family; and help us all to live in 
the Fear and Love of thee our God, 
and in Peace and Charicy one with 
another. Let thy Bleſſing and good 
Preſence be with me thy unworthy 
Servant, now and at all times, at my 
down-lying and up-riſing, in my 
going out and coming in, be thou 
my God and my Guide, even to the 
Deach ; and my eternal Portion 
when time ſhall be no more. 

And accept, O God, of my un- 
feigned Deſires, to Bleſs and Praiſe 
thy Glorious Name, for all thy 
Mercies and Favours to my ſelf,and 
to all Men: I Bleſs thee for my Rea- 
ſon and Senſes, my Health and 
Strength, Food and Raiment, and 


all the Comforts of chis Life; but 
above 
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above all I praiſe thee for thine in- 
eſtimable Love in the Redemp ion 
of the World by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, for all the means of Grace, 
and for the Hope of Glory. And J 
beſeech thee, give me that due ſenſe 
of all thy Meicies, that my Heart 
may be unfeignedly thankful, that I 
may ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only 
with my Lips, but in my Life, by 
giving up my ſelf to thy Service, and 
by walking before thee in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all the Days of 
my Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord: in whoſe mgſt Holy Name 
and Words, I contind@eo Pray as he 
hath taught us in his Goſpel, Saying, 
C UR Father which art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be th Name; thy King 
dom come; thy Will be done in Earth as it 
is in H-avin; Give ut thi: Day our dats 
ly read; Fergive us our Treſpaſſes, as 
we fargive them that treſpaſs againſt us; 
And lead us not into Temptation; but 
deli ver us from Evil; For thine us the 
King dom, and the Power, and the Glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen, 
The Grace af our Lord Jeſus 


Chiiſt, the Lo od, and the 
Fellow ſhip of 5 119 Ghoſt, be 
with me PY, ere ore. Amen. 
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